


EN SIDE 
THIS 


ISSUE 





PAGE 2 


@PINIONS 
@)J, Vielence 
Capture 
Headlines 


H@MEC@MING 
Activities 
Planned fer 
Week 


PAGE 5 


SP®RTS 


Football Falls 
From Rankings 


PAGE 8 











Voltune 3, Issue 2 
eae 





Assemblies 
address 
social ills 


Violence, abstinence 
discussed 


There have been two assem- 
blies in the past month at North 
Canyon, focusing on social prob- 
lems in the community. 

In an effort to encourage stu- 
dentsto ‘Change Your World” A.C. 
Green made an appearance atNCHS 
and spoke with students aboutmak- 
ing the right choices in life. 

The assembly was opened by 
the hip-hop group, Boys In Action. 

Then Green came out to dis- 
cuss the importance of abstinence. 

“Sex is something worth wait- 


A.C. Green addresses the student 
body during the Oct. 13 "Change 
Your World" Assembly. Photo by 
Nina Schnorr 





response to an 800 percent increase 





October 20, 1995 





NCHS sees increase in assaults, 
slight decrease in fights 


Justin SMITH 
Sports Epitor 

Everywhere there has been talk 
of fights and violent actions going 
on around North Canyon. 

Surprisingly there has been a 
decrease in fights this year. Ac- 
cording to district records, the num- 
ber of fights is down from 3.4 fights 
a week last year to only three. 

Records also indicate a dra- 
matic rise inthe number of physical 
assualts that have occured. Accord- 
ing to district records last year, there 
were a total 16 physical assualts on 
campus. This year, this offense al- 
ready happenednine times in the 
first seven weeks. 

Physical assualt is defined as a 
person striking another person, and 
the person who wasattacked doesn’t 


Richard Masterson, assistant prin- 
cipal. 

In relation to other schools, 
NCHS has the highest number of 
fights. Last year there were 124 
fights on campus and the only school 
that came close was Paradise Val- 
ley which had 65, according to dis- 
trict records. 

Masterson said that the relative 
amount of violence in school is on 
account of NCHS’s diverse socio- 
economic population. 

He also said that many people 
who live in lower income areas “do 
not have the luxury of parents that 
are around to guide them. Without 
parents to help them, students are 
not sure of what choice to make.” 

Although the number of actual 
fights has gone down, the excite- 
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“I don’t know if there is an 
increase in fighting, but I know 
we’re hearing about it a lot more,” 
said math teacher Veronica Milburn. 

Whether or not it is warranted, 
there is definitely an “elevated level 
of conflict,” said English Teacher 
Elaine Jacobs. “Kids feel less se- 
cure On campus.” 

The Adminstration has done 
many things to try to curb the effects 
of violence on our campus. There are 
many security measures to keep fights 
from occuring on campus. 

The administration is also mak- 
ing many efforts to spread the word 
to students that violence is not the 
answer to their problems. 

“We campaign all the time in 
school and in the community to 
reduce violence,” said Principal 
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taught that they cannot help but 
have sex, but that is not true, 

Green also spoke on the valid- 
ity of second-time virgins, which 
refers to a person who has already 
had intercourse but has made the 
decision to practice abstinence from 
now on. 

Anotherimportantsecial prob- 
lem adressed at North Canyon is 
violence. 

The “Wake Up" assembly con- 
sisted of two videos and a rap song 
that told the stories of families that 
have been destroyed by voilence. 

“Wake Up!’ speaks to young 
people in a way they understand,” 
said Dennis A. Garret, chief of the 
Phoenix Police Department. 

The “Wake Up” program is 
part of the Phoenix Police 
Department's CEAS (Community 
Effort To Abate Street) violence 
program, which was organized in 


Exemption 
will appeal 


MELIssA ALAMPRESE 
STAFF WRITER 


New exam exemption regula- 
tions have been divided into three 
separate categories to help students 
at North Canyon. 

The new changes fall into three 
separate groups: Special Attendance 
Exemption, Standard Exemption, and 
Weighted Class Exemption. 

Exam exemptions saved a lot 
of stress for students lastyear, which 
lead the Site Council to continue the 
pilot program. The Site Base Coun- 
cil, which is made up of staff, stu- 

dent, parents,and a member of the 
community, thought the program a 


The assembly told about actual 
crimes committed in Phoenix. One 
example of this was when Ashley 
Boss, a four-year-old girl, was 
gunned down by a gang member in 
her own home. 

“Tt was after the public outcry 
when the Phoenix Police Depart- 
ment, Motorola, and other compa- 
nies supported the need tostop youth 
violence,” said Darin Fredrickson, 
North Canyon’s Resource Officer. 

Elaine Jacobs, NCHS’s Pre- 
vention Coach, said she took action 
and brought the assembly to NCHS 
“because of the nature of NCHS 
and the world we live in.” 

For many students, the assem- 
bly made violence seem realistic. 
“The pictures made itall real,” said 
Sophomore Antonella Ippolito, 


By Me issa Simpson AND 
GeEnny HEIN 


policies revamped, 
to more studenis 


good one. So, they asked the staff 
what changes needed to be made. 
_ According to Robert Wright, 
principal, the changes reflect the 
concerns of both staff and students 
The Special Attendance Ex- 
emption is geared towards students 
who do go to school and try. They 
must have a C average, no more 
than two excused absences, no de- 
tentions of any kind, approval of 
parents and teachers, and all out- 
standing obligations to the book- 
store must be paid. 
Some teachers believe that the 
special attendence exemptions are 
not helpful. s 


Carol Savin, biology teacher, 
really does not believe that it is 
helping students by exemptingthem 
from exams. She believes they 
should know the material. “I per- 
sonally don’t agree that students 
who receive a C average should be 
able to be exempt from exams,” 
said Savin. 

In the Standard Exemption cat- 
egory, students are allowed up to 
four excused absences, but may 
have no tardies or unexcused ab- 
sences. The student mustreceive no 
grade below a B in the exempted 
class or a failing grade in any other 

See Exam Exemptions, Page 4 





Sean CoyLe 
Cory Eprror _ 

After their first publicized 
decision on policy of the 1995-96 
school year, in- the form of their 
new exam exemption plan, many 
students may be asking them- 
selves, “Site who?” 

The council, in its second 
year of existence, consists of 
NCHS Principal Robert Wright, 
three certified staff members, one 
classified staff member, three par- 
ents of NCHS students, one com- 
munity member, and one student. 

The idea behind the council 
is that a variety of people who are 
directly involved with and affected 
by their evaluations can make a 
more enlightened decision on 






Uh... Site council what? 


Ready for 
Prime Time 
Smiling for the 
camera, Senior 
Smitha 
Radhakrishnan 


answers a 
question for 
Cox 

_ Communications. 

- Smitha and 


other students 
were 
interviewed 
about North 
Canyon for the 
October 9 
broadcast of the 
NCHS-Deer 
Valley game. 








school policy than the adminis- 
tration alone. 

The primary responsibility 
for the council is Wright’s. He 
decides what policies are up to 
the discretion of the council and 
he is ultimately the one making 
the decisions. 

Thecouncil cannotmakelaw 
they can merely suggest. If 
Wright deems something impor- 
tant enough to go to the council, 
itdoes. There they discuss it, and 
based on what he hears in those 
discussions, he makes a final de- 
cision, 

English teacher Susan But- 
ler said that format for decision 


SeeSite Council, Page 4 
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Equal rights sought 
by female athletes 


AD says problem has not been brought to him 





ee Jessica Kelly, sophomore. 
The WAFC wants weights and ma- 
AgroupoffemalestudentsatNorth chines more suitable to female needs, said 
Canyon has been circulating a petition Jennifer Brady, junior. 


to force equality between girls and boys Despite the petition, Athletic Director 
weight training. Joe Stetsersaid, “Ihave not been approached 


Women Athletes For Change by anyone about the girls weight room, but 
(WAFC) is demanding better facilities, our policy has always been the weight 
more weights, preferableequipment,and room is open to all students who meet the 
more time in the larger weight room, requirements.” 
said Junior Melissa Simpson, one of the Students must be dressed to work out 
group’s leaders. and have a current physical to use the 


North Canyon has two weight weight room, Stetser said. 





radio, a small number of free weights, 
and is hall the size of the big weight 
room, said Dru Dunagon, senior. 

Swim and Wrestling coach Bill 
Grundier said he agrees the facilities are 
deficient. “Ido not think there is enough 
room in there fora girl's weight class of 
30, and they would need more of the 
lighter weights.” 

“Basically, we are asking for the 
same chances the guys are given,” said 


the schoal day because of demand, 

“The reason for the girls being in the 
small weight room is scheduling. There are 
roughly 105 guys in weights and 30 girls, 
so the larger class goes in the large weight 
room.” 

Stetser said some of the equipment, 
such as a 50 pound bar, had been moved to 
the large room because it wasn’t being used 
in the smaller room. If an interest was 
expressed in using it, it would be returned, 


Harsher consequences set for 
walking in halls at lunch 


KEN BLorsky 
Starr Writer 


Teacher complaints of students 
making noise and going to theirlock- 
ers during lunch has prompted ad- 
ministration to implement stricter 
consequences on students walkingin 
the hallways, said North Canyon 
Principal Robert Wright. 

If students are caughtin the halls 
without a pass, they will usually be 
given a waming to get back to the 
lunchroom or outside. If the student 
is caught in the halls repeatedly, they 
tun the risk of getting a detention 
during theirlunchhourorafterschool, 
said Wright. 

‘Wright said that North Canyon 
teachers have been complaining to 
the administration that unruly stu- 
dents have been opening doors and 
yelling into classrooms during lunch 
hours. 

Some students have also been 
bringing food and drinks out into the 

halls, and spilling them on the car- 





"Clean, safe halls 
are a good 
reflection of both 
the students and 


our faculty." 
Tom Wheatley, 
Attendance Dean 
EES SSS 
pets, Wright said. 

Wrightalsosaid thatin orderto 
solve this problem, school adminis- 
tration has decided to station secu- 
rity guards, as well as some of the 
administration themselves, at hall 
intersections. 

Students will also need to have 
a hall pass, a pass for a particular 
classroom, or a pass to the library, 
along with their school ID with 
them whenever they go into the 
corridors during the lunch hours., 

This new crackdown willhope- 
fully eliminate vandalism and 
troublemaking, andlet teachers con- 
ductclass during the fourth and fifth 
hours free of any disturbances, said 


Wright. 

He also said, “it helps our hallways 
stay clean and safe, and keeps food in its 
proper place: the cafeteria.” 

Attendance Dean Tom Wheatley, 
who monitors the halls during lunch 
hours, said that “clean, safe halls are a 
good reflection of both the students and 
on our faculty.” 

Wheatley also said that when stu- 
dents get in trouble for walking in the 
halls, a check on their disciplinary 
records is run. This is a good way to 
check up on students who have been in 
trouble before, but whose parents may 
nothave been notified. “This new change 
will make our students more account- 
able for their actions, and keep their 
parents aware of their child’s behavior 
here at school,” said Wheatley. 

Many students, however, don’t 
agree with the strict new rules regarding 
walking in the hallways. 

Sophomore Nicole Senff said, “I 
think that getting detention for walking 
in the halls is stupid. While they’re busy 
busting people for that, other kids are 
fighting, ditching, and doing whatever 
they know they’ll get away with.” 






Jason Happock 
STAFF WRITER 






Despite some problems, 
this year’s North Canyon Blood 
Drive was the most succesful 
one yet, bringing in 84 pints. 

This years donation, which 
beat the expected amount by 
12 pints, exceeded 
last year’s Fall Blood 
Drive, which took in 
83 pints of donated 
blood. 

“We had 124 
people sign up and 
eight people walk 
in,” said SeniorSteve 
Massey, blood drive 
chairman. “With all the people 
showing up, it made this drive 
the most succesful one in the 
past three years.” 

The blood donated is go- 























Adam Shipmen makes a desperate attempt to win over his would-be date for 
Homecoming in one of the several skits performed by students and staff at the 
Homecoming Spirit Assembly. (Photo by Mike Stanley) 





Blood drive 
beats record 








ing to the United Blood Ser- 
vices, who gives it to hospitals 
that need it. 

This year the blood drive 
encountered a problem, a short- 
age of nurses. This caused 
donaters to wait two and a half 
hours to even start said Robert 
Wright, principal. 

“ The lines were 
really long which was 
alright because I got 

to watch movies,” 
Said junior Chris 
Huth. But Huth said 
the line was worth it. 
“I wanted to help and 
save peoples lives,” 
he said. 

If everything went 
smoothly, NCHS could have 
taken in a potential amount of 
120 pints of blood, said Wright. 
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Decathlon 
wins 
Regional 
contest 


Kam Extis 
Co-Eprror-In-CHiEF 
North Canyon’s Academic De- 
cathlon team was succesful in gain- 
ing the championship for the second 
year in a row at the Region II Aca- 
demic Decathalon competition. 
The competition, which in- 
volved teams from 21 high schools, 
was held at Maryvale High School 
on Feb. 2-3. 
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results of the Academic Decathlon competition 





Jason Whitmore, John Chase, ‘and Semira Johnson nervously await the 


Exam exemption 
policy lacked 
results, replaced 


Susan LEE 
STAFF WRITER 

After a short-lived three se- 
mesters, North Canyon’s final 
exam exemption policy is being 
replaced by the nationally recog- 
nized Renaissance Student Dis- 
count Program. 

The exemption policy was 
designed to increase student atten- 
dance; a goal which, according to 


Principal Robert Wright, was not 


satisfactorily met. 


anyway,” said Senior Richard 
Hall. 

“People aren’t going tocare 
about their records as much if we 
don’t have exam exemptions,” 
said Alex Rozek, sophomore. 

The Renaissance Program, 
which will replace the exam ex- 
emption policy, awards students 
with discounts to certain stores 
in Paradise Valley Mall, cou- 
pons for items in the Snake Pit, 
discounted admission to school 

activities, and lunch on the prin- 


February 16, 1996 


each academic reverb NOTTS, Seie= 
lastic, and varsity. 

The honors level consists of se- 
niors Rebedda Fox, Richard Hall, 
and Wayne Pereanu. 

The scholastic division is made 
up of Junior Tata Lubich, Senior 
Constance Burbage, and Senior 
Cathy Holian. 

The varisty level members are 
Senior Jason Whitmore, Junior John 
Chase, and Seniore Semira Johnson. 

Each of thedivisions were tested 
in the areas of mathematics, science, 
economics, social science, language 
and literature, fine arts, speech, es- 
say, interview, and a specialized su- 
per quiz topic on the United Nations. 


NCHS helps family in 
time of loss 


Me tissa MaRINO 
STAFF WRITER 


ae RSENS Bee ee en Soe ee) aretha 
well as the Super Quiz relay event 
and the Super Quiz combined event. 

JuniorJohn Chase won the most 
awards forthe team witha total of 11. 

“We worked hard before 
regionals and have worked ‘really 
well as a team,” said Senior Richard 
Hall of the victory. - 

“Tt all paid off when we got to 
carry the trophy away,” continued 
Hall, who won a total of five awards. 

The team distinguished itself by 
earning a first place team total of 
46,639 points. Cibola High School 
placed second with 39,879 points, 
and Trevor Browne placed third with 
38,287 points. 


Kalmbach, 
VICA spon- 
sor. The 


gional competition,” said team coach 
Kitty Nielsen. 

The next step for team is state 
competition, whichwillbe held March 
12-13 at Arizona State University and 
will feature the top 40 teams in the 
state. 

“In order to take state, there are 


~ areas thatneed tobe improved,” Nielsen 


said of the upcoming competition. 

After state competition, only one 
school from each state will be eligible 
for national competitions, which will 
be held in Atlanta, Georgia, April 19- 
20. 

Last year the team won state and 
placed fourth in the nation. 





When Senior David Townsend died and 
his family was struggling with the cost of a 
funeral, North Canyon staffand students came 
to the rescue. 

Townsend died on Jan. 7, of complica- 
tions from his regressive muscular condition. 
A number of clubs, classes and individuals 
contributed to the cost of his funeral. 

_ The spill over of cash from donations 
enabled the school to set up the David 
Townsend Fund, whichis meantto help needy 
students and their families. 

“Tt was wonderful,” said Student Gov- 


emment sponsor Karen Wilkens. Her club 


contributed $500. 

Townsend was an active member of 
VICA, an organization that promotes excel- 
lence in the workplace, according to Ron 


VICA club 
earned $400 
in fund rais- 
ers through- 
out the year, 
which they 
donated to 
Townsend’s funeral. 

“T feel blessed that he came my way,” 
said Kalmbach, “David taught me alot about 
life.” E 

The Academic Decathlon, Key Club, 
and the Booster Club also donated club funds. 

A memorial servicewas held on Jan. 11 
in the auditorium, and a private funeral was 
held for family and close friends. 

Townsend’s grave-side services were 
performed by Bryon Harper, an NCHS teacher 


David Townsend 


Continued on page 4 





was only one of the reasons for the 
change in policy. Wright said that 
administrative offices were incon- 
venienced greatly and that, “in deal- 
ing with parents and with students, 


it became a negative experience.” - 


“Tn not requiring students to 
take exams, Iam possibly hurting 
student who have never had the 
exposure to that kind of testing,” 
said Wright. 

Some students want to keep 
the exemption policy, while others 
are indifferent to the change. 

“Tt doesn’t make any differ- 
ence as far as preparing you for 
college. We take tests all the time 


‘dents will depend on GPA, at- 
tendance, and outstanding citi- 
zenship each marking period. 

Underthe Renaissance Pro- 
gram North Canyon students will 
be required to take their final 
exams. 

“This program goes to all 
levels of students,” said Wright, 
"T will be able to recognize stu- 
dents in different areas of excel- 
lence.” 

The specifics of the Renais- 
sance Student DiscountProgram 
have been worked out by admin- 
istrators and the program is be- 
ing backed by Jostens. 


Senior Justin 
| Reany poses 
| in his cow 
suit after 
being bought 
by Suzy 
| Folkart and 
Rochelle 
| McDaniel for 
| atotal of 
| $32,000 in 
STUGO 
money ($8 in 
US money) at 
| the STUGO 


Service 
Auction. 
(Photo by 
Bray Paulin) 
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Minutes posted to 
| enhance student 
awareness 


Jessety JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITER 


In an effort to alleviate com- 
plaints that the student body is un- 
informed of student council activi- 
ties, STUGO decided to post the 
minutes of their weekly meetings 
for all the student body to sec. 

According to Senior Cara 
Lawrance, publicity representative, 
this measure was taken because the 
studentcouncil meetings were, and 
sul are, open to the student body 
but no one was showing up to the 








STUGO seeks to improve image _ 


Forum to be held in 
order to better NCHS 
election process 
Ken BLorsky 
STAFF WRITER 

In order to better familiarize 
students with the student govern- 
ment election process, STUGO has 
decided to hold a lunchtime forum 
during both lunch hours on April 1. 

In this forum, several STUGO 
members and officers will be give 
brief speeches about STUGO then 
the open the floorto questions, com- 
ments, and suggestions about how 
STUGO can be improved. 

Senior Jme LeFaivre, attorney 
general and student body treasurer, 
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Decathlon 
takes 2nd 
at state 


Sean Coyir 
Copy Eprtor 


The North Canyon High School 
Academic Decathlon team placed 
second in this year’s state competi- 
tion despite all nine participants scor- 
ing above 7,000 points for the first 
time in the competition's eleven-year 
history. 

Mountain View High School 
placed first, beating NCHS by 197 
points, the smallest margin of victory 
inthe history of the competition. "We 
knew Mountain View was going to 
be difficult,” said Senior Constance 
Burbage, “but we thought we’d come 
aut an tan" 


that Student Government doesn't 
do anything relevant for Narth 
Canyon, and others feel uninformed 
, about our activities," said Senior 
_ Desiree Maurer, siudent body see- 
retary. “The minutes will inform 
those students who are interested 
in knowing what is going on." 
: When Senior Brynn Freshly 
' andJuniorJohn Chase wentaround 
and surveyed the student body on 
their knowledge of STUGO and 
their events, the most common re- 
sponses were that the student body 
was not informed by the council as 
to their actions, and a great many 
students felt that STUGO doesn’t 
do anything, said Maurer. 
The minutes, which are being 





Jason Happock 
Starr Writer 

The North Canyon Key Club 
participated in this years World 
Vision 30-hour famine. Twenty 
Students from Key Club partici- 
pated this year. The students 
went hungry for 30 hours start- 
ing at 7:00 pm on Feb. 23 and 
continuing on into the next day. 

Over the entire nation over 
250,000 teenagers took place in 
this famine.- The goal was to 
raise more than $3 million to 
help children across the world. 

The World Vision organi- 
zation is a Christian nonprofit 
relief and development organi- 
zation. They help the needs of 
the children, families, and com- 


Key Club goes hungry to 
help starving children 





Ruuning the STUGO meeting is the responsibility of Senior Jme 
LeFaivre, attorney general and student body treasurer. (Photo by 
Wil Sisney) 


posted near the receptionist, are a 
record of everything that is done and 
said in student council meetings. 
“By reading the minutes, stu- 
dents will find out that all classes and 
committees are busy with their own 
fund raisers and events, such as car 






munities around the world. 

This was the largest event for 
the NCHS Key Club. It coincides 
with their theme “Kids First," Key 
Club’s international attempt to 
help kids across the world who 
are needy. 

According to a press release, 
almost 35,000 children die each 
day from starvation, malnutrition, 
and disease. 

Last year's Famine strike, 
which NCHS did notattend, raised 
enough money to provide for 
15,000 kids for a year. 

The money goes to families 
in places like Asia, Africa, Latin 
America, and the United States. 
Almost-35,000-children die each 
day from starvation, malnutrition, 
and disease. 






















washes, bake sales, Walk America, 
Pack the Place, elections, blood 
drives, assemblies, dances, gradua- 
tion, giving to charities, supporting 
athletes, and recognizing our won- 
derful teachers,” said Maurer. 


See Minutes on page 4 


Lifesmarts 


Pautine Lee 
STAFF WRITER 


The North Canyon LifeSmarts 
team took first place at the state level 
in The Ultimate ConsumerChallenge 
at ASU on Mar. 1. ; 

This win will allow them to ad- 
vance to Nationals in Washington 
DC on April 22 -23, where the team 
will be facing teams from 12 other 
cities. 

The state competition consisted 
of three rounds. On the first round, 


_ each individual member got a ques- 


tion, and then each team got a ques- 


tion in the second round. In the third’ 


round, called the lightning round, 
each team had a buzzer and had to 
buzz in before the other team did. 
According to theircoach, David 
Cech, economics teacher, the teams 


were asked questions concerning- 


Consumer Credit and Finances, 


According to LeFaivre, the de- 
cision was made to hold the forums 
because many students have been 
complaining that student elections 
are little more than a popularity | 
contest, and that STUGO does very 
little to benefit the school. 

Le Faivre said, “Almostevery- 
one has negative feelings about 
STUGO, but these forums will help 
students to really make a differ- 
ence.” 

According to Karen Wilkens, 
STUGO adviser, these new forums 
will allow students who are nor- 
mally too modest to run for office to 
have a chance to be nominated and 
to compete. 


See STUGO Forum on page 4 











takes State 


Health and Safety, Nutrition, and 
Consumer Rights and Responsibili- 
les. 

The NCHS LifeSmarts team 
played against 11 other teams from 
Arizona. 

According to Amber Allen, se- 
nior, NCHS was alittle behind in the 
firstround, butthey eventually pulled 
themselves up to win. 

NCHS’s95-96 LifeSmarts team 
includes Seniors Amber Allen, Ja- 
son Baker, Tamara Bruce and Junior 
John Ushman. 

Cech said, “The team did a re- 
ally great job. I’m proud that they 
established a tradition at NCHS.” 

“I’m proud of what my team 
accomplished. It was a great oppor- 
tunity to meet new’ friends and to 
show our knowledge,” said John 
Ushman. 


a ee a oe Oe 


Paradise Valley High School, finish- 
ing 9,191 points behind, and 12th 
overall. 

The team fared extremely well in 
the individual competitions grabbing 
a total of nine gold medals, eight 
silvers and ten bronze. According to 
Coach Kitty Nielsen, the members 
achieved several individual goals. 
“We scored more medals than they 
[Mountain View] did.” 

“We went into Super Quiz lead- 
ing,” said Nielsen. That’s where the 
team lost the competition, losing the 
Super Quiz portion by close toa thou- 
sand points, according to Nielsen. 

There was a change in the format 
of the Super Quiz this year. Though 
no one blamed the format change, it 
appeared to hurt the team, which did 
extremely well in that portion of the 
competition last year. 

“Ttshouldn’t have hurt us as much 
as it did,” said Senior Richard Hall. 
The team finished third in the Super 
Quiz with a score of 4,735. 

Expectations for the team were 
high after last year’s great run, which 
included a state championship:and a 

strong fourth place finish at nationals. 

“I was disappointed, kind of 
shocked, surprised even,” said Junior 
John Chase, a Varsity participant. 

“We went in confident,” said Hall 
a member of the Honor level of the 
team, which consists of a total of nine 
students in three classifications; 
Honor, Scholastic and Varsity “We 

hoped to take first.” 

Despite high aspirations, Hall said 
the team didn’t expect anything less 
than tough competition at state. 

“We knew itwas going tobeclose,” 
said Hall. “We didn’t know [who'd 
won] until the very end.” be 

This year’s team consisted of 
Rebecca Fox, Hall and Wayne 


See Decathlon, page 4 
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NCHS student awarded _/ Art magnet finally 
for work with homeless = 2PProved for 1997 


ME issa Marino “Unul the students sign up 
Stare WRITER forclasses, the signature program 

2nd North Canyon g prog 

student to win Kids 


is not viable,” Wiest-Parthun said. 
Who Care Award 










After two years of meet- While many students may 
ings, discussions and planning, choose to majorinonce field of the 
the new Visual and Performing Arts, some may opt for interre- 
Arts program is finally coming _ lated courses. 
to NCHS next year. “Interrelated courses are for 

“What we offer, which is _ those students who are non-spe- 
very unusual, isadegree inthe cific in the Performing Arts, 
interdisciplinary arts,” said meaning they are neither asinger, 
Karen Wiest-Parthun, music a dancer, an actor, or an instru- 
teacher. mentalist,” said Wiest-Parthun. 

“T see it as a vehicle by The program will come to 
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Me iss Simpson 
Stare WRITER 







North Canyon Senior Steven 
Serrano has chosen to make a dif- 
ference by going beyond the typical 
“teenage lifestyle” and reaching out 
in heln others who are in a time of 







ocrrano Was TOCCHILY BOMOTCU 
asa i2 Kids Who Care recipient tor 
his hard work and dedication witha 
volunteer program Known as Stand 
up For Raids. 

The award is given annually to 
12 Kids across the state by Channel 
12 (KPNX). 

This ts the second consecutive 
year an NCHS student has had the 
honor ef winning such an impres- 
sive award. 

Serrano contributes up to 20 
hours a week as a volunteer work- 
ing with the homeless and street 
youth ages 14-21. 

He decided to getinvolved with 
Stand up For Kids, a non-profit 
organization which relies on dona- 
tions, cight months ago because, he 
said, “kids are dying and nobody 

_ seems to care,” 

“We try to provide the kids 
with what they want or need, be- 
cause if we don’t they will freeze or 
starve to death,” Serrano stated. 

Serrano isa self-motivated per- 
son who, upon turning 18, has real- 





Seven Serrano accepts his 12 Kids Who Care avyard in the North Canyon media center. 
The award ceremony will be televised on April 19th. (Photo by Angela Scott) 


ized that “somewhere along the line, 
America has lost compassion for 
humanity.” 

"All these kids really want is 
somcone to care for them, just like 
any other human being would,” 
Serrano stated. 

"Kids are suppose to be the 
future in America but they have 
nothing to look forward to, excepta 


group of volunteers who ‘do care” 


and try to help," he said. 

Kids growing up in the 90’s 
face many new challenges and criti- 
cisms, Serrano said, "Parents need 
to be more supportive and tell their 
kids that they are wonderful.” 

- Serrano has found that itis hard 
“to approach people and break 


through the anger and hate that has — 


builtup. His key to success, he said, 
is to be persistent and not give upon 
them like everyone | else has. 

Serrano strives to-help other 
people, butinsists, “Thisisall Iam, 
and I realize Icannotserve the world, 
but I can do something to make it 
livable.” 

On the other hand, Serrano has 
other ambitions for himself besides 
photography and conducting inter- 
views in the darkroom. 

He plans on remaining here in 
Arizona and attending GCC to ma- 
jor in Human Services. 

_ Serrano also plans to remain a 
devoted volunteer and to always 
help the people around him. 


Nominees chosen for Boys, Girls State 


Kam E.tis 
Co-Eprror-in-CHIEF 


Six North Canyon juniors have 
been chosen to take part in Boys 
and Girls State this summer. 

The three winners from Girls 
State, Amber Endres, Christa 
Hubbel, and Tara Lubich, will at- 
tend the seminar, held at U of A, 
June 10 - 16. 

Boys State, which will be at- 
tended by Peter Nyblade, Eric 
Morallis, and Craig Cottner will be 
held at NAU June 2 - 8. 


The alternates are Sara Young 
for Girls State and Jacob Rivera for 
Boys State. 

The two separate seminars, 
both sponsored by The American 
Legion Department of Arizona, 
stress leadership skills and confi 
dence. - ; . 

In the seminar, participants 
forma mythical state for which they 
must create and run a government. 

Among the responsibilites of 
this fictional nation are the electing 
of state officials, the forming of 
political parties, and the creating of 
bills for a mock legislature. 


Students that are nominated to 
attend Girls and Boys State are first 


chosen by grade point average. A _ 


total of 50 NCHS students were ini- 
tially nominated. 

This list was then presented to 
the junior class and narrowed down 
by vote to 20 nominees. Of these 20, 
ten were selected by NCHS faculty 
members. 

The ten students were then re- 
quired to submit a resume, write an 
original essay question, and are inter- 
viewed by a committee made up four 
NCHS staff members and two former 
students. 






















nhign scnoo! (oO tne UNIVETSILy, 
said Principal Robert Wright, 
“My vision, back when I be- 
came a principal, was to create 
a program that perpetuated the 
Arts.” 

The program takes six 
years to complete. The first two 
years are spent at NCHS, and 
then students go on to PVCC 

“and ASU West to get their de- 
gree. 

““Youcan getcollege credit 
as a senior, depending on the 
courses you take,” said guid- 
ance counselor Cathy Flesner. 

“Tt took a great deal of co- 
ordination with PVCCand ASU 
West in order to make this hap- 
pen,” she said. 

To enter the program, stu- 
dents must have a teacher rec- 
ommendation or audition; art- 
ists must bring a portfolio of 
their work. 

“We have a phase-in pro- 
gram, where every year we'll 
be adding more classes,” said 
drama teacher Mary Irvin. How- 
ever, what classes they add and 
the success of the program as a 
whole depends on student in- 
terest. 


SUG LOUIE GIP U Ter bet tl a eee 

“Teachers from other high 
schools willrecommend their best 
performers tocome here,” Wiest- 
Parthun said. 

Wiest-Parthun is also hop- 
ing that visual and performing 
arts teachers from other schools 
could come and teach some 
classes here. 

“They [students] benefit by 
haying a variety of teachers that 
are all very knowledgeable,” 
Wiest-Parthun said. 

Everyone involved in the cre- 
ation of this program is optimis- 
tic about its future. 

“Tt’s going to be wonderful, 
it’s going to work out well for all 
of the schools,” said Irvin. 

“I’m truly excited that we 
finally have [the program] in 
place. we’ve gone slow enough 
with this and we'll let it grow 
based on student needs rather than 
forcing it,” Wright said. 

Flesner said, “We have pro- 
grams in place for academically 
talented students. It’s wonderful 
to be able to offer the same kind 
of advanced program to students 
who are talented in the Visual 
and Performing Arts.” : 





Faculty hopes to maintain 
perfect record in senior game 


The-third annual North Can- 
yon student - faculty basketball 
game will be held at 7 pm on April 
12 in the gym. 

Proceeds from the game, 
which has been won by the fac- 
ulty for the past two years, will 
benefit the Booster Club Scholar- 
ship Fund, 

Admission is $5 for adults 


and high schools students, $2.50 for 
middle school students, and chil- 
dren three and under will be free. 

Although the student team, 
made up only of seniors, has lost to 
the teachers two years in a row, 
they don't seem worried about what 
the outcome of the game will be. 

“Third time's a charm,” said 
team coach Jason Baker. 
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NCHS elects future 
representatives 
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Wanted: Principal 


Wright to 
leave NCHS 


for 


NCHS Student Government held elections for the 1996-97 school 
year student body officers on April 10. The elections were held in the 
library during lunches and history classes. The results are as follows: 





alternative . 
Presidentiigec a citetiecastnts oir re John Chase 

school Vice President .......... ..Mandi Brown 
SECTELALY cesacst ccs emtisaenters avian ee eee tee eee Bray Paulin 

SRTCASUL CI arsncte et tee iver ene ee ee ae Chris Nelson 


Kam Extis 


Sere roe oer Class officers were elected by the student body on April 25. The 


strong campaigning before the elections included posters and presenta- 


Next year, for the first time in 
tions by a group of senior candidates boasting the slogan “Crave The 
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North Canyon history, a principal ee : : ) 
other than Robert Wright will re- Principal Robert Wright, along with Assistant Principal Richard Wave.” The Wave candidates took most of the senior class positions. 
side over NCHS. Masterson, wave to the crowd during the Homecoming Parade. Wright The results of the elections are as follows: 

Senior Class 


Wisoht- announced {o ostaftt — bee dented tn otvo un bic nntitinn 4° princinaAborNGeHs 


= ~~ + ", 
not be returning as principal for the 
96-97 school year, 

Wright will instead serve as 
principal of Polaris, an alternative 
education school for students who 
Were not able to graduate on time, 
are missing credits, or are, accord- 
ing to Wright, “having trouble func- 
uoning in regularschool programs.” 

Having had 14 years of experi- 
ence as the director ofan alternative 
school priorto his move to Arizona, 
Wright considers himself a true 
advocate of alternative education. 

“Thave always hada love anda 
desire to return to that type of set- 
ling,” said Wright. 


el Che oe 


leave NCHS after hearing that the 
current principal of Polaris will be 
retiring, opening up the position. 

Anadyertisementhas been cre- 
ated for the position of NCHS prin- 
cipal and a replacement for Wright 
has yet to be chosen. 

The official starting date for 
the position is July 22, 1996. 

The advertisement specifies 
responsibilities and qualifications 
for the position. 

Among the preferred qualifi- 
cations are secondary administra- 
tive experience, five years teaching 
experience, and “experience in a 
rapidly expanding suburban area.” 


Lifesmarts takes western 
regionals, loses nationals 


Aprit Smitn 
STAFF WRITER 

Recently, the North Canyon 
Lifesmarts team represented NCHS 
as defending international champs 
at regional and national competi- 
lions in Washington, D.C. 

The team, after winning the 
western regionals, lost to South 
Carolina in the preliminary compe- 
tilions for nationals. 

The South Carolina team went 
on to win the national competition. 

Lifesmarts, a team which par- 
licipates in international econom- 
ics competitions in which five-mem- 
ber teams compete by answering 
consumer-related questions for 
points, is comprised of seniors Am- 
ber Allen, Jason Baker, Jeff Grass, 

and Tamara Bruce and Junior John 
Ushman. 

“Tt [competition] was hard be- 
cause we had left at night right after 


prom, so we were zombie- like. But 
it was still aclose match with South 
Carolina,” said David Cech, the 
team’s coach and sponsor. 

The trip wasn’t all work, ei- 
ther. 

“T learned a lot, and I got to 
meet new people,” said Allen. She 
added that being on the team was a 
great experience. 

The team also toured the city 
and visited various attractions. 

“We saw the Mint, the Viet- 
nam Memorial, the Smithsonian, 
and spelled out the word Zito with 
our arms and legs!” said Allen of 
the activities. 

When asked if she would 
reccomend Lifesmarts to other stu- 
dents, Allen’s answer was a re- 
sounding yes. 

“It's a good experience and con- 
sumer economics is something ev- 
eryone can learn,” said Allen. 


plished a lot at NCHS. His main 
accomplishment, Wright said, was 
“getting us started as a school.” 

“T walk away witha good feeling 
about the future of North Canyon,” 
Wright said, citing many accomplish- 
ments he has seen made by the stu- 
dent body, such as its success with 
blood drives, Walk America, and vari- 
ous academic competitions. 

On his goals for his new position 
at Polaris, Wright said he would like 
to see a “future in which there would 
be a true alternative for students who 
don’t fit in into a traditional setting 
and need a non-traditional setting to 
be successful in our school district.” 






NCHS senior plans to 
attend ASU on 
competitive scholarship 





Pauuine Lee 
STAFF WRITER 






Senior Rebecca Fox has been 
chosen as one of twenty students in 
Arizona who will be receiving the 
Flinn Scholarship. 

The Flinn Scholarship is one of 
the most competitive, sought out 
scholarships in Ariz. To be eligible, 
seniors must be in the top five 
precentin the school, havea 1300 or 
above SAT score, and a 28 or better 
on the ACT. 

The student must write three 
essays, one of which is the personal 
essay. According to Ron Harten, 
counselor, the personal essay is the 
most important of all three and the 
student must be a creative writer in 
order to do well in this area. 
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After all es- 
says and applica- 


tions are re- 
turned, 40 semi- 
finalists are se- 
lected to be inter- 
viewed by a 
panel of judges 
made up of com- 
munity and uni- 
versity members. 
Twenty finalists are then chosen 
from that interview. 

The Flinn scholarship in- 
cludes all expenses paid for hous- 
ing, books, food, and classes for 
any in-state college in Ariz. Italso 
contains a cost-free, out of the 
country trip for two summers. 

“It [Flinn scholarship] 
couldn’t have gone to a more 
worthy candidate,” said Robert 
Black, English teacher. 

Fox described her feelings as 
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Melissa Simpson 
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Senior Becky Fox poses in front of a mural she 
has been painting in Mrs. Jacobs‘ classroom. 


“shell shocked" when she found 
out that she had received the schol- 
arship. 

Fox plans to go to ASU and 
study physics and anthropology. 
She also wishes to visit Australia 
and Egypt or Mexico to work on 
an archeologiocal dig. 

“Do what you want to do. 
They [the judges] like people who 
be themselves,” said Fox on ad- 
vice for upcoming people apply- 
ing for the Flinn scholarship. 
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A Walk in 
the right 
direction 


New principal has 
high hopes for 
North Canyon 


Amongthe many changes which 
took place over the summer, the 
change that will have the most im- 
pact on every student is the hiring of 
North Canyon’s new principal, Jon 
Walk. 

Walk, former Superintendent of 
Schools in Yuma, said that he took 
the job as NCHS principal because 
he “missed being where the action is 
oncampus... where the learning takes 
place.” 

Walk said thathe realized, while 
speaking atahigh school graduation, 
that he didn’t know any of the stu- 

dents. This realization prompted 
Walk to go back to being a principal. 

Walk chose NCHS for many 
reasons, including its diverse student 
body, which prepares students for 
Ged a ora ea en a rg pee eee ay 





Principal Jon Walk poses for a quick photo while getting to know 
students during lunch. One of Walk's goals at NCHS this year is to know 
at least two-thirds of the senior class by name at the end of the vear. 












The changing 
faces of NCHS 


New to North Canyon this year are 24 teachers, 
only 11 of which have previously taught within the 
district. Many have taken this opportunity to tell 

the student body a little bit about themselves. 


















Sue CotneR ESL Years of teaching 22 
Previous Schools: Rio Salado Community College 
Goal(s) for the year: "To make my students think and stretch 

_ their minds. 
Interesting Note: This is her first year in the district. 









Donna Curran English Years of teaching 4 
Preyious Schools: Fountain Hills Senior High 

Goal(s) for the year: "To have a great time teaching and 
learning." ; 
Interesting Note: Played the part of "a bag lady who sang the 
praises of spaghetti" in aschool play, despite her terrible voice, 
when the original performer had a family emergency. 











Lynne Fraser Earth Science Years of teaching 14 
Previous Schools: Greenway Middle School 
Goal(s) for the year: "To create a caring learning environment 
and one that will spark students’ interest in Science!" 
Interesting Note: Collected "live" lava samples during a two 
week stav at Hawaii's volcano observatorv. 


ssitmouga Walk Wil ROL muve 
any specific plans for NCHS pro- 
grams unl he has a chance to study 
the school more, he definitely has 
high hopes fer NCHS. 

Walk said that he wants “stu- 
dents to succeed... and achieve their 
full potential, whatever it may be, 
(through) excellent programs in all 

Walk has already started to 
implement his overall program of 
getting to know each member of the 
student body. 

He has decided to go from class- 
room toclassroom with the rest of the 
administration, teaching students 
about school rules and policies. 

This is just one of the ways that 
Walk will get to know the students. 

His goal is to know at least two- 
thirds of the senior class by name by 


A freshman stops |, 
to grab some 
hooks from his 
locker. Bottom 
lockers will be 


one of many new 
hassles for the. 
Class of 2000. 
(Photo by Nina 
Schnorr) 


the end of the year. 

He also wants to start a Student 
Advisory Group, a group of approxi- 
mately 15-30 students, representing 
all sides of the student body, who 
would meet with Walk on a regular 
basis to discuss school issues. 

Any students interested in being 
a part of the Student Advisory Group 
are invited to write Walk a letter 
explaining why they would be an 
important part of the group. 

Walk’s ideas for improving 
NCHS come from a long, distin- 
guished career in education. 

He earned his Bachelors degree 
from the University of Maryland and 
Masters at Penn State. 

Walk then was ahistory teacher 
and basketball coach in Pennsylva- 
nia for nine years. 

In 1983, Walk moved to Yuma 


and became the Assistant Principal at 
Kofa High School. 

He said he made the move to ad- 
ministration because he “wanted to 
impact more people in education.” 

Walk continued to climb the ad- 
ministrative ladder in Yuma, becoming 
principal of Cibola High School, As- 
sistant Superintendent of Schools in 
Yuma, and finally the Superintendent 
of Schools in Yuma. 

NCHS is a very young school, 
going through many changes. Walk 
said that he will do his best to aid in the 
development of new programs like the 
IB program and the new Fine Ans 
magnet program. 

He also said that he will stay at 
NCHS at least until it is “the best 
school it can possibly be.” 

Compiled by Kam Ellis and Genny Hein, 
editor-in-chief 
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Bitt GRUNDLER Med. Careers, Biology 


KAREN GRUNDLER 


ANNE Hackerp Chorus 


Curt JaABLINn 


ee ee ee ee eee eae 


Previous Schools: Vista Verde Middle School 

Goal(s) for the year: "To increase class offerings in the Busi- 
ness Department and combine fun projects with learning appli- 
cable skills.” 

Interesting Note: Is a third generation native Arizonan. 


Years of teaching 0 


Previous Schools: Subbing throughout district 

Goal(s) for the year: "To be able to stay up on all my planning 
so that] don't ever feel rushed, to have fun with my students, and 
to teach each student something.” 

Interesting Note: Placed third overall, against 30 competitors, 
in the Central Coast Lifeguard Championship at Pismo Beach, 
California and plans to lifeguard again next summer. 


Science Years of teaching 0 
Previous Schools: coaching and subbing within district 
Goal(s) for the year: "To survive and have fun." 

Interesting Note: Almost dropped out of college to be a pro 
snowboarder with Team Burton. A word of advice:"don't drop 
out of school, it will take you places that nothing else can." 


Years of teaching 1 
Previous Schools: Vista Verde Middle School 

Goal(s) for the year: To "increase the interest in the performing 
arts at NCHS!" 

Interesting Note: Traveled to New York City and performed 
at Lincoln Center in front of thousands of people. 


Physical Education Years of teaching 14 
Previous Schools: Larkspur, Village Vista, Liberty, Holywood 
Community School (England), Mesa Public Schools 
Goal(s) for the year: To implementa Fitness For Life Program, 
scuba diving seminars, and a physical education bulletin board 
for North Canyon students. 
Interesting Note: Was nominated Elemenatry Physical Educa- 
tion Teacher of the Year in 1995. 


Katuy Jonas — Social Studies Years of teaching 4 
Previous Schools: Shadow Mountain 
Goal(s) for the year: "To have a great and positive year.” 
Interesting Note: A major in the Air National Guard, Jonas has 
piloted and done traffic reports from the Goodyear Blimp as 
well as other small aircraft. 


See Teachers on Page 3 
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Late students get 
swept away; sweep 
moves to first hour 


Page 4 


Orbitz 


Space-aged soft 
drink gone wrong 
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} Domingo leads 
team to first win 
in NCHS history 
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Attendance policy tougher on truants 


Wheatley: Truancy 
rates almost cut in 
half already 


Kam ELtis 
Co-Eprtor-in-CHiEF 


The North Canyon attendance 
policy remains as it was last year, 
but has been revised in order to pro- 
duce “immediate consequences” 
for the actions of truants, said Tom 
Wheatley, Attendance Dean. 

First offenses, which are pun- 
ished by a one-hour dentention, and 
second offences, punished by a two- 
hour detention, are now reported by 
teachers of offenders, who are also 


responsible for assigning the des- 
ignated punishment. 

In the past, Wheatley reviewed 
all truancies and assigned their pun- 
ishments, a process which took a lot 
of time and made immediate pun- 
ishment of truancy challenging. 

Wheatley now deals with only 
third and fourth offenses, for which 
the punishments are, respectively, 
Saturday detention and being 
dropped from the class in which the 
offenses occured. 

Concern over truancy at NCHS 
arose when school ACT scores were 
received. 

“The delimma I faced was that 
we [NCHS] scored highest on the 


ACT for the [Paradise Valley] area 
and yet one third of our kids failed 
classes,” Wheatley said. 

These statistics showed that 
there was “a wide gap in the stu- 
dents,” Wheatley continued. 

In order to deal with this gap, 
Wheatley said he concentrated last 
year on a group of truants which 
he refers to as “the lunch bunch.” 

"The lunch bunch," Wheatley 
said, is comprised of students who 
go to classes regularly but some- 
times decide to take an extra lunch, 
either fourth or fifth hour. 

Last year, “lunch bunch” truants 
accounted for 28% of all NCHS tru- 
ancies, said Wheatley, but he was 


able to bring this number “down to 
the single-digits.” 

By focusing on these students, 
Wheatley was able to reach the stu- 
dents in the middle, who are nei- 
ther students with perfect atten- 
dance or chronic offenders, and 
head off the problem before it got 
any worse. 

The revisions in the enforcement 
of the attendance policy “give im- 
mediate consequences, remove any 
chance of teacher error, and cause 
parent reaction,” Wheatley said. 

The changes have, so far, “cut 
the truancy rate [at NCHS] almost 
in half this year,” Wheatley con- 
cluded. 





Growth, 


low budget 


lead to 
increased 
student fees 


Douc Wisr 
STAFF WRITER 


North Canyon students are pay- 
ing higher AIA and class fees to 
help absorb the cost of the pro- 
grams, school officials said. 

This year’s $40 AIA fee was ini- 
tiated by the Paradise Valley School 
District because last year's $28 fee 
was not enough to pay for transpor- 


New nurse comes 
to NCHS 


The position of North 
Canyon nurse has been filled by 
Debbie West, who takes over for 
former nurse Judy Lersch. 

West has experience working 
in the intensive care unit of a 
local hospital. 













Science teacher listed 
in "Who's Who" book 


North Canyon science 
teacher Rick Forshier has been 
listed in the Third Edition of 
“Who's Who in American 
Scientists and Engineers.” 

Forshier was recognized in 
the book for his work with the 
National Science Foundation 
projects in physics and biology 
education and the American 
Astronomical Society Teacher 
Resource Agent [AASTRA] 
grant. 

Forshier was also chosen as 
one of 24 international educa- 
tional leaders to study the latest 
technology and develop 
teaching materials for as- 
tronomy classes. 

























Video announcements 
postponed for semester 






North Canyon video an- 
nouncements will be postponed 
at least until next semester. 

According to Assistant 
Principal Richard Masterson, 
the announcements have been 
rescheduled due to technical 
difficulties and lack of an 
advisor. 
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Tom Horne, former PVUSD president and board questions on a variety of topics. "I thought it was 
member, addresses a group of North Canyon an informative exercise," said NCHS teacher John 


students. Several District 24 politicians visited Roache of the assembly. 


"It took the names of 


NCHS on Sept. 6, just four days before the primary people we see ten times a day as we go about our 
elections, to address NCHS students on issues daily lives and, all of a sudden, we see a face with 
pertaining to themselves and the upcoming election. them...we see that they are human beings, that they 
Students had an opportunity to ask the politicians are sincere and nice." (Photo by Aaron Campbell) 


Drug dog may police NCHS 


AL! MAAROUF 
STAFF WRITER 


Paradise Valley High School’s 
drug dog, Izzy, is getting a new part- 
ner who might be on duty at North 
Canyon. 

Principal Jon Walk has not yet 
decided when, or if, the drug dog 
program will take effect. It first 
must be presented to the Site Coun- 
cil, a group of NCHS faculty, stu- 
dents, and parents, he said. 





If approved, the dog will visit 
NCHS once or twice a month. 

“The dog will sniff lockers at 
random each time it makes a visit,” 
Walk said. 

“The objective of the dog is not 
to catch students with drugs, but to 
discourage students from bringing 
the drugs to school," Walk said. 

This will be done by having the 
dog search on anonymous days so 
the students don’t know when the 
lockers will be checked. 


“There hasn’t been a serious 
problem with drugs at NCHS,” 
Walk said. 

"I would be surprised if we find 
drugs in any student’s locker,” Walk 
said. 

Walk is hopeful the program will 
be successful. : 

“T think it'll help as a deterrent,” 
said Randy, NCHS security guard. 

According to Jack Moortel, Ad- 
ministrative Assistant at Paradise 
See Pooch Patrol on page 4 


Twelve dollars of the fee goes 
directly to the district to cover trans- 
portation costs, Stetser said. 

“ATA fees do not cover half of 
the AJA expenses,” Stetser said. 

The PV school district increased 
the AIA fee, but other districts did 
not, Some districts have no AIA 
fee,while others have AIA fees as 
high as $100 or more, Stetser said. 

The AIA fee also pays for the 
officials at all sporting events. It 
cost NCHS $6,100 to pay the AIA 
fees last year, Stetser said. 

“To come even with the AIA, it 
would cost each student about $65,” 
Stetser said. 

Another subject that concerns 
students is new course fees. The 
courses that are affected by the fees 
are performing and industrial arts 
courses. 

According to Assistant Principal 
Richard Masterson the reason for 
the course fees is that the school’s 
increase in student population has 
increased the material that is used. 

“North Canyon grew, but the 
State Legislature did not increase 
the budget for school funding," 
Masterson said. 

"Since the State Legislature did 
not increase the budget, they gave 
the schools the choice to cither 
charge for elective courses or find 
a different way to pay for the extra 
materials," said Masterson. 

To decide how to raise money 
for extra materials, the district or- 
ganized a committee made up of 
parents, district board members, 
and students. 

“If a student is unable to pay a 
course fee, we will not deny that 
student the opportunity to take that 
course,” said Masterson. 


Inside 
This 
Issue 








Volume 4, Issue 3 










Hat. Policy 


Hats -vs- body 
piercing: which is 
the real 
distraction 
Page 3 





Diversity 


Exploring North 
Canyon's global 
connections 





Page 5 








Techies 


The stars behind 
the spotlight 


Page 8 





North Canyon High School 

























Cross Country 
Girls team 

finishes second 
straight winning 


season Page 12 


November 1, 1996 





Seating policy tested at eee. 


Seating arrangement to 
prevent violence, 
promote school spirit 


KEN BLorsky 
STAFF WRITER 


In response to complaints by 
teachers and administrators of stu- 
dents being unruly during assem- 
blies, North Canyon Principal Jon 
Walk decided to institute a new as- 
sembly policy. 

Starting with the Homecoming 
Assembly, students were seated 
with their second hour teachers in- 
stead of being seated according to 
their grades. 

Besides uncooperative student 
behavior during previous assem- 
blies, another reason that Walk de- 

cided to implement the new assem- 
hlv nolicv was because of a large 





Fall blood drive exceeds 
expected goal by 31 pints 


BRANDEE HuIGENS 
STAFF WRITER 


The Fall North Canyon Blood 
Drive received more pints of blood 
than in the past, surpassing their 
goal with 108 pints. 

This year’s starting goal was 77 
pints of blood. NCHS shattered that 
goal by almost 31 pints. 

“I would have liked to have seen 
the end results a little higher be- 
cause these are people's lives we’re 
talking about,” said Blood Drive 
Chairman Ben Drew, junior. 

Despite great participation, there 
were a few problems with this years 
blood drive. Two people fainted and 
lines were very long, said Drew. 

“One person ended up staying 


from 8:00 a.m to 12:00 p.m., but 
he wasn’t exactly upset for miss- 
ing a half a day of school,” said 
Drew. 

Expectations are set much 
higher for the spring blood drive 
with a publicized goal of 150 pints, 
said Drew. 

“I would like to see more jun- 
iors, seniors, and staff come out and 
donate. Even if you have already 
donated once this year, we could 
always use your help again,” said 
Drew. 

With the need for blood a con- 
stant issue, it is important that stu- 
dents continue to donate in the 
spring blood drive and throughout 
the year, Drew continued. 


Walk said that the new seating 
policy will be effective because “it 
enables teachers to be with their stu- 
dents during an assembly, and 
therefore it is expected that the stu- 
dents will behave more appropri- 
ately if they are with a teacher.” 

According to Walk, many of the 
problems at assemblies are caused 
by a lack of supervision by teach- 
ers. Walk said that having teachers 
sit near the students will allow the 
teachers to quickly alleviate any 
disciplinary problems with their 
students, 

Before, teachers had all been 
assigned their own section in which 
to sit, but now they must sit with 
their classes. 

Walk said that a new seating ar- 
Tangement will hopefully increase 
overall student participation in the 





The Boys Pom Line dances during the Homecoming Assembly. This assembly 
was the first to use the new seating policy. (Photo by Richie Winkle) 
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assemblies. “I think it’s one of the 
things we can do to help have a suc- 
cessful student assembly,” Walk 
said. 

Senior Bray Paulin, Student 
Body Secretary, said that the new 
policy is still in the experimental 
stage. According to Paulin, the old 
policy provided a more exciting 
assembly experience for students, 
and having the students sit with 
their classes instead of with their 
second-hour teachers made the stu- 
dents more involved. 

“We'd like to change it back, 


Merit semi-finalists to 
compete for scholarship 


Hivary Haas 
Starr WRITER 


Eight North Canyon students 
haye been chosen as semi-finalists 
by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC). 

Seniors John Chase, Jonathan 
Hoffenberg, Ronald Huie, Susan 
Lee, Eric Liao, Peter Nyblade, 
Zachary Reddy, and John Ushman 
are semi-finalists in the 42nd annual 
National Merit Scholarship Pro- 
gram. 

These students have an oppor- 
tunity to continue in the competi- 
tion for approximately 7,000 Merit 
Scholarship awards, worth about 


$27 million, to be offered next 
spring. 

The scholarships are offered by 
sponsors based on state representa- 
tion, company foundation, and col- 
leges and universities. 

The winners will be announced 
in April. 

By taking the 1995 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) as 
juniors, 15,000 semi-finalists are 
among more than |.1 million stu- 
dents in the 1997 Merit Program. 

The highest scorers on the PSAT 
in each state were designated semi- 
finalists, representing nearly one 


See Scholars on page 4 


because we feel there’s more spirit 
that way,” Paulin said. 

Many students also think that the 
older assembly policy was better 
than the new one. Junior Anne 
Chung said, “I like the indoor en- 
vironment, but I would like to sit 
near my grade rather than 
homeroom class.” 

Sophomore Brian Thackeray 
also didn’t agree with the newer 
policy. “I don’t think it will work 
that well because most people don’t 
really want to participate in assem- 
blies anyway,” he said. 





Kam ELtts 
Co-Epitor-!n-CHiEF 


HERO (Health Education Re- 
lated Occupation) attended a team 
building workshop at Paradise 
Valley High School on Monday, 
Oct. 21. 

Two other high schools, Para- 
dise Valley and Horizon, also sent 
teams to the event. 

According to HERO Sponsor 









the workshop was to increase 
teamwork and develop coopera- 
tion among the team’s members. 

The PV team won an overall 
gold level of performance in the 
competition, which included 
events such as Quad Volleyball, 
Wacky Relays, and the creating 


Cathy Chatham, the purpose of 
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WUND, u turn in wallet, $1,100 


KEN BLoFsky 
STAFF WRITER 


Five NCHS sophomore girls did 
an honest, yet uncommon, thing: re- 
turn a wallet which contained over 
$1,100 to its original owner. 

According to sophmore Natalie 
Henretty, she and four other friends 
- Kelly Lutz, Leticia Metcalf, Jes- 
sica Hopkins, and Sarah Gilliland - 
were walking near a school bath- 
room on Oct. 23 after fourth hour 
when another student handed them 
a wallet that she had found in the 
bathroom. 

The student told the girls that she 
did not want to be held accountable 
for the wallet, Henretty said. 

The girls then discovered that 


HERO places in team workshop 


















of team banners and cheers. 
NCHS won silver and HHS fin- 
ished up the competition with 
bronze. 
A major goal of the workshop 
was to develop the qualities of 





North Can on HERO students participate in a Grassland Skis activily at 
their Team-Building Workshop at Paradise Valley High School on Oct 21. 





the wallet contained two 50 dollar 
bills and ten 100 dollar bills. 

The girls decided to return the 
wallet out of honesty. They gave it 
to an employee in the front office, 
who then contacted the owner of the 
wallet. 

The group of girls did not re- 
ceive an award or get to keep any 
of the money that they had found 
but were featured on the Channel 
12 News on Tuesday, Oct. 28. 

Although the girls would have 
liked to have been rewarded for 
their integrity, they are ultimately 
glad that they decided to follow an 
honest course of action. 

“Tt was difficult, but it was the 
tight thing to do,” said Henretty. 













unity, team work, and problem 
solving within the teams. 

“We worked together to learn 
leadership skills and how to be 
successful as a group,” said 
Chatham. 
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Food drive 
raises cans, 
hopes 


ALi Maarour 
STAFF WRITER 


NCHS Principal Jon Walk has 
decided not to implement a plan to 
shorten fourth and fifth lunch hours 
next semester, 

Instead, Walk implemented a 
new policy to help keep students 
from wandering the halls during 
their lunch period. 

Students found in the hall now 
must serve a 30 minute lunch-time 
sweep. 

The sweep may be served dur- 
ing lunch the day they are caught 
or will be assigned for a later time. 

In return for the student’s coop- 
eration during lunch, Walk’s pro- 
posed schedule change will be car- 


ried Over as a possibility for the 
TOO TOCO- 


MEGAN FALATER 
Starr WRITER 


North Canyon's student body 
showed its concern for the commu- 
nity and its competitive spirit by 
trying to collect enough food to fill 
up Principal Jon Walk's office with 
cans. : 

From Nov. 12 to Dec. 13, NCHS 
students competed with Horizon 
High School students in a holiday 
food drive, with each school trying 

io raise more food than the other. 
The food drive was orginally 
scheduled to last until Dec. 6. Jun- 





December 13, 1996 


Shorter lunch hours averted, 
strict hall policy installed 


“With the fifteen minutes, the 
students will have to go to class, 
because if they ditch, they'll have 
to go to sweep,” Walk said. 

At the present time, the lunches 
are each 6] minutes long, includ- 
ing the actual lunch time and the 
transition period between classes. 

“The majority of the schools 
outside the Paradise Valley Unified 
School District have lunch periods 
that are no more than 35 minutes 
long,” Walk said. 

The shorter Junch periods would 
help cut down on some of the be- 
havior problems, Walk said. 

“The lunches are long,” he said. 
“We, the administration, wantto cut 
down on the behavior problems 
such as fights.” 


satd that because NCHS was rais- 
ing sO many cans, the food drive 
would be extended by a week. 

According to Drew, the campus 
would make more of a difference 
this way because more cans would 
be donated to the food bank. 

Last year, Horizon raised a total 
of 8,000 pounds, beating NCHS’s 
1,300 pounds. Drew said that one 
of this year’s goals was to raise 


Cans of food line the counters and walls of Principal Jon Walk's office. A goal 
of the food drive was to fill Walk's office with cans. (Photo by Angela Cozzo) 


8,000 pounds, 

The primary goal this year was 
to surpass last year's total of 1,330 
pounds, Drew said. 

As of Dec. 10, NCHS had raised 
4.733 pounds, beating last year's 
total by 3,433 pounds, and Horizon 
had raised 5,000 pounds. 

The Paradise Valley Emergency 


Food Bank will receive the non-per- 
ishable food collected by both 
schools. 

Junior Anne Chung, also a Com- 
missioner of Student and Commu- 
nity Affairs, said that one of the 
goals of the food drive was to fill 
Walk’s office with cans. 

See Food Drive on Page 4 


IB students to tutor tots 


Jone O'DEA - 
Stare WRITER 


North Canyon IB students will soon be 
able to take part in an elementary school tu- 
toring program for the students of Eagle 
Ridge Elementary School. 

The tutoring will begin as soon as the two 
schools organize all the details. 

Once begun, the tutoring sessions will 
take place at Eagle Ridge, three days a week 
from 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm. 


The program enables elementary students _ 


from grade levels three to six to be tutored 
by high school students in any subject in 
which they are having problems. 

The program will also help the IB students 


HERO walks 


Kam ELLis 
Co-Eprtor-in-CHIEF 


North Canyon HERO (Home Econom- 
ics Related Occupations) members set out 
to create a healthier America on Oct. 20. 

The AIDS Walk event, in which both 
school and community organizations partici- 
pated, was an hour-long walk through down- 
town Phoenix, starting at the Civic Plaza. 


acquire some of the 150 hours of-commu- 
nity service that they will need to earn their 
IB diplomas. 

The IB students sign up for the program 
voluntarily and are then chosen, by the Eagle 
Ridge administration, to tutor the elementary 
students according to the required skills for 
each session and child. 

“I think that the program will turn out to 
be a positive thing because it will give the 
elementary students someone to look up to,” 
said Anne Chung, junior, one of the IB stu- 
dents that has signed up for the program. 

Designed to give role models to the el- 
ementary students while helping them with 
school work, the tutoring program will be a 
new initiative for both schools. 


to save lives 


Participants collected pledges before the 
walk and the proceeds were divided be- 
tween several AIDS research foundations, 
including City of Hope and Aunt Rita’s. 

Although many HERO members at- 
tended the event, senior Rainy Heath 
pointed out that there could have been much 
more participation on the part of NCHS as 
a whole. 

“The more people that come, the more 
money they make,” said Heath. “We could 
have saved a lot more lives.” 


ie eh ee ey eo Re Sn eee ey 
seven to ten minutes. 

This time combined would pro- 
duce an estimated fifteen minutes, 
which would then be placed in be- 
tween the lunch periods, in which 
all NCHS students would be in 
class. 

Walk said this would cut down 
on the problem of students ditch- 
ing class in order to attend both 
lunches. 


ee sere o6diG uldk mil StUUCTAS 
need time to be kids and time to 
relax,” Walk said. “But with long 
lunches the students get bored be- 
cause there’s nothing to do,” 

One problem the proposal for 
shorter lunches encountered was 
the problem of students who attend 
both fourth and fifth hour class. 

“Right now we have 175 stu- 
dents with fourth and fifth lunch 
periods,” Walk said. 


Pooch 
on 
Patrol 


Izzy, the Paradise 
Valley Unified 
School District's 
drug dog, sniffs a 
locker during a 
recent visit to 
North Canyon. 
The locker was 
an unused locker 
in which test 
items were placed 
to evaluate the 
dog's ability to 
sniff out illegal 
substances. 
(Photo by Aaron 
Campbell) 
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Business 
students to 
receive new 
computers 


ALI MAAROUF 
Starr WRITER 


Raising a total of 7,552 pounds 
of food, North Canyon High 
School beat Horizon High School 
in the recent Holiday Food Drive 
competition. 

In the extended week of the 
competition alone, NCHS raised 
2,000 pounds of food, said junior 
Anne Chung, Commmissioner of 
Student and Community Affairs. 
HHS, opting not to continue col- 
lecting food for an extra week, 
raised a total of 5,000 pounds. 

The first place winner of the 


North Canyon’s old business 
computer lab is being updated to a 
more effective system. 

The old computers in the lab will 
be taken out and replaced with 30 
new IBM Apliva stations. These 
are computers with Pentium proces- 
sors, which are the latest in com- 
puter technology. 

“The computers will be 

equipped with the latest version of 
Microsoft. Office as well as 
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A student works on a computer in the business computer lab. The lab will soon 
be updated with 30 new, more advanced computers. (Photo by Angela Scott) 





fice Education, COE, will have ac- 
cess.” 

“Tm thrilled, ecstatic. The old 
lab had constant problems and was 
4 nichtmare.” Black said. “The new 


the central network,” Black said. 
“Tf one of the connectors broke, the 
whole system would shut down. 


With the individual networking the 
.auwrceco1a hae thic:yas’t arecur”’ 


The Travel Club’s first annual 


ac. 


NCHS beats Horizon in 
holiday food drive 


Travel Club winner drawn 


drawing fora free trip to England 


January 24, 1997 















NCHS class competition was 
Robert Black’s homeroom class. 
Black’s class raised a total of 
31.77 pounds per person and cel- 
ebrated their win with an in-class 
pizza party on Jan. 13, Chung 
sald. 

Lisa Wise’s class came in sec- 
ond with 18.58 pounds per per- 
son and Roxanne Van Alstine’s 
class came in third with 17.59 
pounds per person, said Chung. 
Second and third place winners 
both received candy bars. 


money for the trip. 
All other accomodations, in- 


technology division chairman Rob- 
ert Black said. “The IBMs will also 
have CD-ROM drives.” 

The new computers are being 
purchased in part because of the 
problems students have encoun- 
tered with the current ones. 

“The computers were individu- 
ally networked in a “daisy” net- 
work, where each computer ts con- 
nected to each other, then wired to 


connected to the library, meaning 
the computers will have access to 
the Internet. This improvement will 
not be available immediately, how- 
ever, Black said. 

“However, the new computer lab 
will not be available to all students,” 
business teacher Frances T. Kruse 
said. “Students only with advanced 
business classes, such as Personal 
Computers 2 and Cooperative Of- 


New club promotes 
harmony at NCHS 


MEGAN FALATER 
Stare WRITER 


Around North Canyon, there are 
clubs for aspiring photographers, 
foreign language lovers, and honor 
society members. But until this 
year, there has never been a club for 
students interested in reducing hate 
and prejudice in the world. 

Perfect Vision, a new club at 
NCHS, is the club for them. It 
mects every Wednesday afternoon 
in the Lecture Hall. Guidance 
Counselor Charlotte Searls, the club 
advisor, leads the group through 
workshops and other beneficial ac- 
tivities. 

According to Anne Chung, jun- 
ior, the club is modeled after a one- 
week prejudice-reduction camp 
called Anytown, held in the sum- 
mer of 1996 in Prescott. 

Students who went to Anytown 
include Elier Arencibia, Anne 
Chung, Brenda Lagarda, Jazmine 
Rubin, Robert Schapira, Judith 
Villalobos, Alex Wright, LaMonica 
Haynes, and Jarred Stetser. 

Perfect Vision provides work- 


shops to the students of NCHS, said 
Schapira: These one-day exercises 
allow students who aren’t members 
of the club to try to better their 
school, he said. 

About 100 students from NCHS 
have attended the workshops of- 
fered by Perfect Vision, said 
Schapira. Topics range from gen- 
der to privileges and teach students 
to challenge the way they see the 
world around them. 

Perfect Vision is also planning a 
two night camp which will be called 
Unitown. This activity will be in 
February in Prescott. 

Perfect Vision also plans to paint 
a mural for the school, Schapira 
said. This mural would focus on 
unity, and club members plan to 
hold a school-wide contest for the 
best idea to use. NCHS students 
are encouraged to participate in this 
contest, said Schapira. 

According to Searls, Perfect Vi- 
sion is important because it teaches 
members to avoid the “unfair judg- 
mental decisions that we make 
about other people.” 


@NU Nip WIC IM ie Id eer pars ve 
the 20th century.” 

“I’m extremely excited. We 
have new equipment and new soft- 
ware,” Kruse said. “It puts the stu- 
dents closer to modern technology.” 

In addition, the old Macintosh 
lab will also receive five new com- 
puter stations. These computers 
will not include improvements, but 
allow more students access to them. 


which is worth a total of $2,544. 

Hughes’s ticket was picked 
out of 410 tickets sold by club 
members. 

The tickets were sold for $5 
apiece or three for $12. Profits 
will be used to help cover trip ex- 
penses. There are currently 26 
student members and four adult 
members in the Travel Club. 





































Assistant Principal drew the win- 
ning ticket on Jan 15. 

The winner was David 
Hughes, the 24-year-old cousin of 
Travel Club member Emily 
Ralph, sophomore. 

Hughes, who just graduated 
from ASU, will be responsible for 
providing his own passport, 
spending money, and lunch 





Taking the 
plunge 





Bride Cindy Alvarez 
makes a toast with her 
groom Locke Langdon at 
this year's human 
relations class Mock 
Wedding. Participants of 
the wedding were brides 
Alvarez and Jennifer 
Jenkins, grooms Langdon 
and Michael Meyers, 
fathers Principal Jon 
Walk and David Cech, 
and clergyman Ron 
Harten. Celebration 
after the wedding 
included all members of 
the wedding and all other 
human relations classes. 
Marilyn Lambeth, who 
has sponsored the event 
for 22 years, said the 
wedding teaches students 
responsibility, team work, 
and social and wedding 
etiquette. (Photo by 
Jessica Estala) 
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Changes in store for North Canyon Senior 


Block schedule While most schools remained on similar schedules for many New calendar to sleep OV er 


a e years, recently schools have begun to adopt their own daily ° 
being considered routines. Here are some sample schedules from around the provide students 
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ApaM TANNER At Maarour before grad night 
Cory Epitor Starr WRITER 
Next year, North Canyon’s Shadow Mountain & 
daily schedule may change from e A Desert. MoUntelD The Paradise Valley Unified | *™ es 
six classes every day to only three pron Year-long Classes séhoal Diguice will have anew [Coe ecu 
7:30-8:20 .......-. “First Period 7:25-8:13 Period | calendar for the 1997-1998 school 






classes, without changing the du- For the first time ever, North 















eaten ofthe day: 8:26-9:16 -.os0000- Second Period Bsr O6 Period 2 year. Canyon seniors have been offered 

Principal Jon Walk, in con- 9:22-10216 vsossese Third Period POCO Sa ene At the governing board meet- | the opportunity to come together 
junction with the PVUSD, is in- 10:22-1]:12 ........ Fourth Period 9:15-9:43 Advisery ing on Jan. 30, the governing| and have fun as a group before 
vestigating the possibility of 11:18-12:08 0. Fifth Period Baie) Oana nenogs board voted on a new calendar. | graduation night. 






2:14-1:04 ......... Sixth Period 10:4]-11:16 «...-+-+ Lunch 







The new calendar will insert a This year, Seniors Aaron 





changing the daily class schedule. 





The new schedule, called a block 1:10-2:00 ....2+04+ Seventh Period a reins rosa ee four-day weekend in the fall. Campbell and Brandy Ecklund de- 
schedule, would alter the daily J ee ee eae: z This weekend will be from Oct. | cided to come up with a better way 
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10 to Oct. 13. 
“This addition to the normal 
school calendar was a compromise 


to bring their class together. 
Their plan has been approved by 
Principal Jon Walk as the Senior 


agenda of six 50-minute periods, 
six passing periods of six minutes Paradise Valley 
apiece, and a lunch period. In- 7:30-8:18......... First Period 


OCK AUSSES 
7:25-9:06 ..2..-++- Block 1/2 
9:06-9:10 cece Annements 

















stead there will be three 90- 8:23-9:1]........ Second Period : between three calendars,” Assis- Lock-In, an event to give everyone 

: aos : peas ac 9:15-9:43 ......... Advisery 7 a chance to meet each other before 

minute periods, three passing pe- 9:11-9:21 -..0---- Break 9:48-1:29 Block 3/4 tant Superintendent Toby Spessard ; i 

riods of approximately eight or 9-21-10:09 -.-..-« Third Period ee ie rere fi Sy said. With an extra two days off, praca gD night. : 

ten minutes apiece, and a lunch 10:09-10:19 sese.es Announcements Be apeaes Sage ee school will resume two days ear- ; Usually on grad night the se- 
j s 12314-1255 wees Black 5/6 li eT nior class decides they should have 

period. 10:24-11:12 ....-.. Fourth Period tenon AUg. 1s hung out before,” Campbell said 
“We’re not sure having six or 11217-12:05 «2+ Fifth Period Desert Mountain is on a partial The three choices for the new x g pers P H 

2 ina s : ; ; ’ = With the Senior Lock-In, members 

seven 50-minute periods is nec- 12210-12258 0. Sixth Period block where some of the classes calendar were a four day weekend Ae raatenincelae wouldbeable te 
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graduation,” Campbell added. 
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ATE ETO SUPIEUIUE Lo Cateae RES Beers 
periods encourage teachers to use 
different teaching methods, such 
as a more student-centered 
method that is more hands-on for 
students,” Walk said. 

The transition from the present 
system to the block schedule will 
be a gradual process, spread out 
over the next Wwo years. 

The 1997-1998 school year ts 
planned to be a modified block 
schedule, which can be one of 
many variations. The most likely 
version of the block schedule for 
next year consists of three days 
of regular school and two days of 
block school, Walk said. 


KEN BLoFsky 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 


The Sumitomo Sitix of 
Phoenix computer water 
plant will be changing the 
face of northern Phoenix, 
bringing numerous benefits 
and problems to the Valley. 

According to Mike 
Hargraves, Human Re- 
sources Manager for Sitix, 
the plant, located on Tatum 
Boulevard north of the CAP 
Canal, has remaining unfin- 
ished areas that are not yet 
ready to begin the wafer 
manufacturing process, but 
they should be finished 
within the next few months. 
“By the end of March, 
wafer manufacturing will 
be underway and approxi- 
mately 300 people will be 
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The 1998-1999 year may be a 
regular block schedule or another 
version of the modified block 
schedule. Some of the more com- 
mon variations of the block sched- 
ule are: alternating days of differ- 
ent classes (Monday: English, 
Math, History, Tuesday: Foreign 
Language, Science, Elective...); 
nine weeks of the same three 
classes; 18 weeks of the same three 
classes; or some other combination. 

Each of these combinations are 
distinct possibilities for the 


New factory to bring 
changes to North Valley 


working inside the plant,” said 
Hargraves. The wafers are used in 
the making of computer chips and 
processors. 

One effect of the plant’s pres- 
ence will be a considerable increase 
in traffic on Tatum Boulevard, but 
according to a press release from 
Sitix, the city of Phoenix widened 
Tatum Blvd. to four lanes from the 
CAP bridge northward last summer 
and will begin a 6-lane expansion 
from Bell Road to the CAP bridge 
in May 1997. 

The plant will also have consid- 
erable economic effects on the Val- 
Icey. Besides employingt more than 
450 people by December 1997, 
Sitix reports it will be spending 
close to $15 million in non-con- 
struction contracts, mostly for con- 
sumable supplies such as gloves, 
and other safety products. Most of 
these will be supplied by Sierra 


FNOTE UfATOTS ULE EUTE HUNTED wevees 


regular classes 


1998-99 school year. 

These changes may be an indi- 
cation of things to come for other 
schools in the Valley as well, due 
to its efficiency and the reports of 
students’ improvements in study 
habits, testing performance, and at- 
tendance with the new block sched- 
uling. 

“I think we'll see more and more 
schools going to a different sched- 
ule, both to change what's going on 
in the classroom and to change how 
we use time,” Walk said, 


district is going to the public to get 
input on new calendars to be voted 
on for future years, Spessard said. 
Also being considered is a 
schedule in which students start 
school earlier and have one week's 
vacation at the end of the first 
quarter, keeping the two-week 
Winter Break, extending Spring 
Break to two weeks, and ending 
school in the last week in May. 
“These additional breaks will 
also be used as enrichment pro- 
grams,” Spessard said. “If a stu- 
dent is failing a class, the student 
may take the program to make it 


” 


up. 





This newly constructed building is the foundation of the Sumitomo Sitix plant, 
which will eventually produce over 200,000 silicon computer wafers a month. 


ee 


Scientific, a Phoenix-based corpo- 
ration. "We are excited to announce 
that Sitix is contracting with a lo- 
cally-owned company to supply 
consumable products for the plant,” 
said Dave Fruth, Supervisor of Pur- 
chasing/Material for Sitix. “Six 
will always support Arizona’s ven- 
dors first and foremost,” Fruth said. 

Fruth commented that these sup- 
ply contracts will not only benefit 
Sitix, but will also positively affect 
the companies involved, and that 
Sitix’s investments in the commu- 


nity will aid these local companies, 
giving them more revenue and al- 
lowing them to hire more employ- 
ees. 

The land near the plant will 
probably become more desirable 
for development. According to a 
press release from the developers 
of Desert Ridge, several homes, 
small stores and larger shopping 
areas along Tatum Blvd. are 
planned to be built within two years, 
and more housing is also in the 
works for the surrounding area. 


“needs more activities to bring stu- 
dents together” and create a family 
atmosphere on campus. 

The Lock-In will take place on 
March 7 from !! p.m. to 6 a.m. 
There will be a two dollar entrance 
charge, which will help pay for food 
and activities. Campbell and 
Ecklund are also trying to get a do- 
nation from the Booster Club for the 
event. Any left over money, 
Campbell said, will be put toward 
this year’s Senior Gift. 

Since the senior class consists of 
about 468 students, and Campbell 
is optimistic that a large part of his 
class will show up, the entire aca- 
demic building will be opened up 
for the Lock-In 

Many activities will be planned 
for the night, including movie- 
watching in the school’s triangle 
lobby, hide-and-go-seek, and team- 
work activities, Campbell said. 

Campbell and Ecklund have en- 
listed the help of many NCHS stu- 
dents and faculty members to put 
this event together. Senior STUGO 
members haye become involved as 
well as teachers David Cech, Su- 
san Butler, Shiela Martinez, Bill 
and Karen Grundler, Lynne Fraser, 
Steve Jeras, Jeff Griswold, counse- 
lor Cathy Flesner, and Principal 
Walk. 

Sponsoring faculty members 
will supervise the event, Walk said 

For safety reasons, Walk added, 
attending seniors will be required 
to bring permission slips signed by 
their parents and will not be allowed 
to come later or leave earlier than 
the event’s scheduled times. 

Campbell hopes that this year’s 
class, being the first class to attend 
all four years as North Canyon stu- 
dents, will be able to set the Lock- 

In as a tradition for classes in the 
future. 
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STUGO attends 
leadership 
conference 


BRANDEE HUIGENS 
Starr WRITER 


North Canyon Student Govern- 
ment has high expectations to im- 
prove activities around campus by 
developing the concept of team- 
work and unity. 

On Feb. 28, STUGO members 
participated in the first annual Lead- 
ership Conference, held at Gilbert 
High School. 

“Tt was a lot of fun, we learned 
how to team build and work with 

other group members by using lead- 
ership skills,” said STUGO advisor 
Karen Wilkens. 
Three teams of cight students 
each participated in the conference 


OPINIONS 
School Spirit 


School House Rock 


A look into the lives 
of North Canyon's 
student musicians 


<24g° School events 
plagued by lack 
of spirit 
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North Canyon STUGO members pose for the camera in Gilbert, Arizona. 
STUGO traveled to Gilbert to attend the first annual Leadership Conference, 
held at Gilbert High School, where the junior class placed third overall. 





plan their strategy,” said Wilkens. 
The junior class placed third 


overall out of about 20 different 
Geet i 


other without hitting the [fake] trees 
and the ground,” said Senior Class 
President Jody May. 


to wey wre 


Private Parts 


King of All Media 
lives up to viewer's 
expectations 


Track 
Track starts 
spring season 

undefeated 
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Mandatory meetings 


for seniors' 


ALi MaarouF 
StaFF WRITER 


Beginning in March, North Can- 
yon will hold meetings with parents 
concerning this year’s senior gradu- 
ation. 

Principal Jon Walk and Senior 
STUGO Officers Jody May, Mel- 
issa Simpson, Christin Orth, 
Brandy Ecklund, and Christa 
Hubbell will attend these meetings, 
along with the parents of NCHS 
seniors. Walk and the officers will 
answer any questions the parents 
may have. 

The meetings will be held on 
March 20 and April 8 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the auditorium. 

The graduation committee will 


parents 


cuss graduation with the parents,” 
Walk said. 

“The meetings are being held so 
this year’s graduation has a better 
result than last year’s,” Walk said. 

"I thought the graduation was 
hideous,” said Sue Holden, English 
Department Chair. 

“At last year’s graduation the 
students were a problem, tossing 
beach balls and spraying silly 
string,” May said. “But the parents 
were just as bad.” 

"The parents brought fog horns, 
continuously talked, and obnox- 
iously booed when the student's 
beach balls were taken away," May 
stated. 

“We [seniors] don’t want our 


ses use 


“We brutally competed with our 
school but it was a competition with 
all of the other schools as well. 
There were awesome obstacle 
courses; In the Tarzan swing. you 
had to swing from one side to an- 


teamwork and work ethic. 

“T observed all of the groups and 
it was amazing how they started to 
work together as a team. At first, 
they yelled at each other what to do 
and towards the end they started to 


Athletes to get recognition 
through video assembly 


Hinary Haas 
STAFF WRITER 

Lights, camera, on your mark, 
get set, go. North Canyon’s spring 
athletes are coming to a television 
near you. 

“The Spring Assembly has been 
undergoing heavy revising.” said 
senior Melissa Simpson, Senior 
Class Treasurer. Instead of being 
held in the gym, the traditional 
spring sports assembly is being re- 
placed by a video of the spring ath- 
Ictes in acuion. 

The Walk America Assembly, 
which took place on March 4, was 
used as a replacement. 

“We were planning on having 
them [the two assemblies] together 
as usual, but this year spring break 
was earlier, and tradition has al- 
ways been to have the assembly on 


the Friday to pump everyone up for 
the Saturday of Walk America,” 
said Simpson. . 

At Principal Jon Walk’s request, 
the Spring Sports Assembly is go- 
ing to be put on video by Peter 
Torpey, NCHS sophomore, and su- 
pervised by Billie Jo Koenig, se- 
nior, head of the Activites and As- 
semblies Committce. 

Walk and Simpson both said that 
at past assemblies, the athletes 
didn’t seem to receive the recogni- 
tion they need. The whole video 
will focus on the athletes. 

“Peter Torpey will go to the 
practices, games, and meets and get 
what the athletes do on camera so 
that they can get the recognition 
they deserve," said Simpson. 

It is unknown when the video 
will be released. 


NHS induction coming 

The NCHS National Honor So- 
ciety will be holding inductions on 
April 9. The spring induction is 
available to all sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors who have a 3.4 GPA 
and are involved in extracurricular 
and community service activities. 
Applications to join NHS are due 
today, March 21. The application 
can be picked up in Carol Savin’s 
room, #218. 


Walk America on air 

Ben Drew, Chain Reaction Walk 
America Youth Chairman, was 
given the opportunity to discuss the 
March of Dimes main fundraiser 
over the air waves at 7:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 16. 

Drew spoke during KOOL FM's 
Community Issues program with 
John Gibson, adressing Walk 
America, youth involvement, North 
Canyon, and other high schools. 


but it was a Jot Of Tun In Lie pro- 
cess,” said May. 

“I am very excited to go back 
next year. I feel we learned a lot 
and we had a great time,” said 
Wilkens. 





out, behavior at graduation, 
transfering college credits to NCHS 
graduation requirements, the "Se- 
nior Slide Show,” and the senior 
party. 

“We wanted the chance to dis- 


parents as well as the students and 
with these meetings we can reach 
our goals.” 

The meetings are mandatory, but 
there is no consequence if a parents 
fails to attend them. 


North Canyon seniors relax in the triangle lobby of the academic building during the March 7 Senior Lock- 
In, The Lock-In, which was put together by Aaron Campbell and Brandy Ecklund, went from II p.m. to 6 
a.m. and was the first event of its kind in NCHS history. (Photo by Aaron Campbell) 





2 ,Fieketss $50.00 Couple 


Juom Dusk 
Sill Dawn 


Saturday April 19, 1997 
7230 pm- 11:30 pm 
. "The Sheraton Crescent 


.9° (off of I17 and Peoria) 


‘No tickets will be sold at 
a. the door. Tickets must be 
: purchased by April 18. 


Songs Take My Breath Away 
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Blood donors wanted for fall drive 


NICOLE ELLIS" 
Staff Writer 


That's right, it’s blood donation 
lime again. 

North Canyon students and staff 
are asked to come Sept. 30 to the 
gym between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. to give blood. North Canyon 
received the silver medal last year 
when 35 percent of the student 
population donated blood. 

The goal is “to get a total of 138 
pints of blood in both drives and 92 
pints in this first drive,” senior 
Kelly Baker, commissioner of stu- 
dent and community affairs, said. 

After being tested, cleaned, and 





separated, donated red blood cells 
go to assist during surgery. Plate- 
let cells are used for treatment of 
Leukemia and other kinds of can- 
cer. 


Those who donate must; 


-Be 17 or older. 

-Have a parent permission 
slip signed. 

-Have a picture ID. 

-Weigh at least 110 pounds. 

-Be healthy, not to be on any 
antibiotics. 

-Not have received a pierc- 
ing or tattoo within the 
past 12 months. 





One pint of blood can be di- 
vided and used in several differ- 
ent ways. It is estimated that 80 
percent of the population will 
need blood or blood components. 
at some time during their lives. 

Those who can't make to 
make it to the school drive can 
call United Blood Services at 
431-9500 to make an appoint- 
ment at one of their nine valley 
locations. 

The United Blood Services 
estimates that donating blood 
takes about 15 minutes. The pro- 
cess is safe and free of disease 
transmittal. 


Chow Down 
Principal Jon Walk 
serves pizza to the 
marching band 


during their pizza- 
eating contest. The 
band consumed 


almost 300 pieces of 
pizza, donated by 


Extended calendar 


District proposes 
new school calendar 


SANDY KNECHT 
Staff Writer 


Everyone interested in having 
two extra two week breaks next 
year, raise your hand. Wait, not so 
fast. What if you have to extend 
the school year to get it? 

This could be a possibility un- 
der a proposed calender being con- 
sidered by the District Office, ac- 
cording to Carol Reiley, secretary 
for Toby Spessard, Assistant Super- 
intendent of Administrative Ser- 
vices. 

The proposed calender has two 
new two week breaks, after the first 
and third quarters. Some people 
believe that the breaks would help 
in relieving the stress of the stu- 
dents and teachers while aiding the 
learning process. “Yeah it’s a good 
idea, it gives you time to let your 


brain rest,” Alejandra Owens, 
ieainomn tseeaenanaiteeamn! 
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[But] would an extended year 
change that?”Barbara Rosenberg, 
chemistry teacher said, 

Principal Jon Walk said that 
while the intercessions, two week 
breaks after the Ist and 3rd quarters, 
are an advantage, but he does not 
have strong feelings either way. 

Each year a calender committee 
proposes a calender and submits it 
to the governing board, who reviews 
and approves plans for the district. 
The committee is comprised of 
many people: parents, teachers, ad- 
ministrators and support staff. The 
district will be accepting input from 
the community during the next few 
months. Despite all the people 
working on it, the calendar probably 
won't be out until Jan. 1, 1998. 


Extended-Calendar 


Meetings 








College requirements changing 


ALEXCTHOMPSON= = 
Staff Writer 


The time’s come to start think- 
ing about college. 

The new state requirements for 
graduation are first effective for the 
class of 1998. Unfortunately that’s 
not enough to get into a university. 
On top of the basic graduation re- 
quirements, another two years of 
math, one year of science and two 
years of foreign language are re- 
quired. 

Another issue of preparing for 
college is entrance exams. 

Guidence counselor Cathy 
Flesner said that if you are a well- 
rounded student or even if you are 
a bit weak in math you will want to 
take the ACT because it is divided 
into four sections: math, science 
and reasoning, critical reading and 
language. Each section is worth 25 
percent of the cumulative grade. 
This gives some leeway. 

On the other hand, the SAT is 

composed of a language and math 
section, each worth SO percent of 


the grade. It is only advisable to take 
the SAT if the student is very strong 
in math. However, there is a ben- 
efit in taking the SAT; it can be 
taken twice and the best score of 
each section is then used. 

There are some important dates 
that students should keep in mind. 
Juniors need to take their PSAT by 
Oct. 18 which is important since it 
gives juniors an idea as to how well 
they’re going to do on the SAT. The 
PSAT is also the test by which Na- 
tional Merit scholarships are 
awarded. On top of this, itis a good 
idea to take the SAT at the end of 
the junior year because this way 
senoritis and/or brain drain can be 
avoided before taking the SAT. 
Translated, this means better SAT 
scores. 

Seniors are highly encouraged to 
attend the College Night. In-state 
night was on Sept. 18, out-of-state 
night is on Oct. 21 at Saguaro High 
School. Financial Aid night is Dec. 
1, Seniors should have their univer- 
sity applications in the mail by Noy, 
I. 


PY. Mall, at the 
fund-raising event. 
(photo by Zach 
Little) 


Intercessions and receive ali CAtla 
credit, but definite plans for that 
have not been made. 
However,some 
disagree.Concern has been ex- 
pressed about the students not be- 
ing able to retain the information 
previously learned during the break 
and that it might be just another 
District fad. “What I think would 
be most beneficial would be to 
change the attitude of parents and 
students towards education. . . 


Freshmen elect reps 


TIM THIEL 
Staff Writer 
The freshmen class chose 

their leaders for this year with 
the Sept. 2 STUGO election. 

The freshmen student gov- 
ernment officers are President 
Amanda Nelson, Vice President 
Neysa Brown, Secretary 
Nichole Frazier, Treasurer Am- 
ber Johnson and Representative 
Tiffany Hagen. 

One of the responsibilities 
of the freshmen officers is to 


help out with homecoming ac- 
tivities, including the parade, 
bonfire, halftime show and roy- 
alty. 

They are also involved in 
various projects during the year, 
such as bake sales and car 
washes to raise money for stu- 
dent activities, 

One of the goals of the fresh- 
men STUGO officers is “to 
make the year fun for everybody 
by getting all of the freshmen in- 
yolved,” Nelson said. 





Desert Shadows Middle School 
September 25 


Vista Verde Middle School 
September 30 


Shea Middle School 
October 21st 


Explore Middle School 
October 28th 


For times, the District Office 
can be reached at 867-5100. 





Senior trip 
to Mexico 


JESSICA ZDRALE 
Staff Writer 


Time has just about run out for 
any seniors planning to go on the 
senior trip this summer to Mexico. 

This year North Canyon’s senior 
class will be invading Puerto 
Vallarta for eight days and seven 
nights. 

“We are hoping to get at least 100 
seniors to attend. However, only 70 
are currently signed up,” Tim 
Ekelund, senior trip coordinator, 
said. “A deposit of $100 is required 
to reserve a place due to the limited 
number of spots available.” 

The total primary package of 
$399, not including taxes and a $20 
fully refundable hotel deposit, is 
due by March 1, 1998. 


- Continued on page 4 
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Junior/Soph. team 
prevail in first 
Powder Puff game 


BRAD FAYE 
Staff Writer 


Many said it was years in the 
making, but history was finally 
made at North Canyon High on 
Noy. 6 when for the first time a new 
group of Rattlers took the field. 
They were strong and they were de- 
termined, but they weren’t the usual 
names called over the PA system. 
They were girls and they were look- 
ing to prove that guys aren’t the 
only ones who can play football. 

The sophomores and juniors 
were victorious 14-12, but the most 
important thing to the girls was to 
entertain the fans and have a good 
ume. 

Powder Puff football matched 
up the seniors and freshmen against 
the sophomores and juniors. Both 

sides had something to prove and, 
Just like the Super Bowl, only one 
game to prove It. 
“The fact that it was only one 


themselves, athletes who can step 
it up in those big game situations. 
One of those players was senior 
Jessica Higgins, who scored a late 
touchdown for the purple senior/ 
freshmen team. 

“I wanted it to be a game that 
North Canyon and Iwould never 
forget,” quarterback Higgins, se- 
nior, said. 

Her late game heroics weren’t 
enough, however, as the white 
team victored. But it was an en- 
tertaining game which started at 
the line of scrimmage. 

“The.seniors and freshmen 
thought they’d win and tried to in- 
timidate us,” sophomore Sheena 
Smith, linesman, said. 

The tactics weren’t enough, 
though, as the white team were the 
first ones to put points onto the 
board. A failed two point conver- 
sion made it 6-0 and set the stage 
for how the rest of the game was 
played. ‘ 






Senior Bertha Botts, number 15, blocks for freshman Jaclyn Coburn, 
number 4.5 as she makes a touchdown. 





was a totally awesome feeling,” 
Smith said. 

Although the white team will go 
down in books as-the first team to 
ever win a North Canyon Powder 
Puff game, this rivalry might not be 
over yet. 


new tradition continued. 

“As a viewer I enjoyed watch- 
ing the competition between the 
teams,” Lana Zirbel, sophomore, 
said. “The senior/frosh team played 
some good defense but in the end 
we won.” 
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Parking 
policy 
enforced 


Senior passes force 
payment, prevent 
juniors from leaving 


HELENE DIAMOND 
Staff Writer 


@#S%*!! 

That seemed to be the general 
reaction on Noy. 3 from students 
who had not paid the $60 parking 
fee or traded their sticker for a new 
hanging pass. 

North Canyon administration is 
now enforcing the parking lot fee 
and the senior off-campus lunch 
with stronger security and hanging 
parking stickers. 

According to Principle John 
Walk, one half of the students who 
park on campus had not paid the 
$60 parking fee. 

Walk said it is unfair to students 
who have paid the $60 fee since the 
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tackle, said. “It was a one win or 
loss situation where you had to put 
itall on the table.” 

Usually in this situation, certain 
players create a special name for 


Lunch 
changes 
again 


ALAN O’BRYAN 


Copy Editor 


Wednesday lunches have been 
changed to two periods, similar to 
Thursday's set up. 

So much for the experiment. 

The new Wednesday lunch has 
changed because of problems dur- 
ing the single lunch hour. 

The original plan was for a 
single lunch hour on both 
blockdays, Principal Jon Walk said. 
Everyone would have the same 
lunch twice a week. 

However, the combined lunch 
caused major traffic jams in the 
parking lot from out-going students 
trying to use the incoming lanes as 
an exit, Walk said. More fights 
were started and it seemed, at times, 
complete chaos, Walk said. 

“I liked the old Junch. I got to 
see all my friends that I don’t usu- 
ally see,” sophomore Alejandra 
Owens said. 

Many students are now split 
from their friends by their last hour 
class. 

“We are disappointed that the 
students have to split their classes 
in half to go to lunch. This is not 
what we were hoping for,” Walk 
said. 


ments, butas in all sporting events, 
the final buzzer eventually went 
off after the purple team had 
moved the ball to the 15-yard line. 

“After winning the game, it 


Jenkins, lineman, said. 
“If ever they want a rematch 
we're game,” Smith said. 
As for the fans filling the stadium 
seats, they too would like to see this 


North Canyon history. 

So while the white team will go 
down forever as champions of Pow- 
der Bow! I, don’t be too surprised 
if a sequel is just around the corner. 


Communications scholarship offered 


The National Academy of Tele- 
vision Arts and Sciences is offer- 
ing two $20,000 scholarships to 
high school seniors who intend to 
major in television, telecommuni- 
cations or similar related fields at 
a four-year college or university. 
Each scholarship is distributed in 
increments of $5,000 over four 
years. 

The scholarships were estab- 
lished in 1994 by the Academy’s 
Board of Trustees. 

“The Trustees’ hope to encour- 


age some of the most gifted and able 
high school students to enter the 
communications field,” John Can- 
non, President of the National Acad- 
emy, said. “A vast number of appli- 
cants have come from among the 
most talented seniors in American 
schools in the past three years.” 
The Board of Trustees of the Na- 
uonal Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences administers the schol- 
arship program guided by Norman 
Felsenthal, Ph.D., Professor of Com- 
munications at Temple University, 


Laurie 
Gardner, 
Senior, sings 
"Someone 
Else's Story" 
from the 
musical 
Chess at the 
fall chorus 
concert in 
the North 


Canyon 
auditorium. 
(Photo by 
Michelle 
Noel) 





Philadelphia and Chairman of the 
Academy’s Scholarship Commit- 
tee. 

Dr. Felsenthal said that, while 
traditional measures of academic 
potential such as grad point aver- 
age and college board scores will 
certainly be considered, “the schol- 
arship committee intends to give 
considerable emphasis to the cre- 
ative potential of each applicant.” 

Applicants will be required to 


- Continued on page 4 


-€y high schools. 

Since the beginning of the 1997- 
1998 school year, underclassmen 
have been leaving campus for lunch 
and those who have not paid their 
fee have been parking in the senior 
lot, says Walk. 

Walk explained that since the 
underclassmen have been breaking 
the rules, they are now being forced 
to face the consequences. 

According to Walk, starting Noy. 
3 no student will be allowed to park 
in the senior lot without a hanging 
parking sticker on the rear view 
mirror. This way, only the seniors 
who have paid the fee will be able 
to leave campus for lunch while the 
junior lot will be blocked off. Walk 
is also encouraging the enforcement 
that the senior lot will be let out first 
after school. 

Walk said that the seniors will 


- Continued on page 4 
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Fashion Pius to hold annual show 


The annual fashion show put on 
by the Fashion Plus class wil be on 
Noy. 25 during Sth and 6th hour 
lunches in the auditorium. There 
will be optional attendancce for 
classes, but students on their lunch 
hour are also free to attend. 


The fashion show will have both 
casual and formal wear. 
Clothestime, Miller's Outpost, 
David's Bridal and Tux and Tails 
will be providing the clothing for 
the 40 male and female models. 

The show will preview fall and 
prom fashions. 





NCHS Dance to hold first concert 


The dance talent of North 
Canyon's fine arts dance class will 
be featured at a Dec. 4 concert. 

The concert wil begin at7 p.m. in 
the auditorium. It will be the first- 
ever concert for the new program. 


Both student and teacher chore- 
ography will be performed. 

There will be no charge for ad- 
Tnission to the event, but donations 
to the dance program will be ac- 
cepted. 
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Student petitions to stop 
blasting of mountain 


HELENE DIAMOND 
Staff Writer 


The Melluzzo Stone Co. and 
NCHS senior Amanda Erickson are 
about to battle over the rights to 
mine land near residential areas, 

Erickson is seeking signatures to 
stop the rock mining and destruc- 
lion of the mountain area behind 
North Canyon. 

Some of the residents in the sur- 
rounding neighborhoods complain 
about the periodic noise from blast- 
ing and the possible dangers to chil- 
dren who use the mountain to play 
and hike. 

There are no visible signs, gates 
or fences to warn those who are 
unaware of the mining. 

“Everyone needs to know of 
dangers around them and this hap- 
pens to be one,” Erickson said. 
“My goal is to stop it.” 

Erickson has over 300 support- 
ers, including students and resi- 
dents, and has written concern let- 
ters addressed to the city council, 
slate representatives and the gov- 
ernor. She is also posting letters and 





petition forms in local businesses. 

Melluzzo Stone Co. Inc. has 
been mining and bulldozing the pri- 
vately owned mountainside areas 
along Beardsley since 1953. Owner 
Wayne Melluzzo said his company 
takes the boulders mined from the 
Sunstate Materials company and 
sells them to make streets, freeways 
and concrete sidewalks. Melluzzo’s 
company also sells the granite boul- 
ders for landscaping. 

When the company first started 
this mining project, their surround- 
ing barriers included 187 acres of 
land between 16th st. and Cave 
Creek, Melluzzo said. Then, as 
residential areas rapidly grew in the 
nearby areas, residents complained 
about the mining and contacted city 
officials, Melluzzo said. The fed- 
eral government intervened, reduc- 
ing the mining land barriers to 18.73 
acres, he added. 

According to Melluzzo, when 
environmentalists come in and are 
able to end mining in acertain area, 
companies have to shut down their 


See Mountainside, page 4 





Senior Amaanda Erickson is collecting signatu 


res to stop Melluzzo 
Stone Co. from operating in'the mountains behind North Csnyon. The 
site can be seen from Ruffalo Ridoo n--l 
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Decathalon 
third in 
district 


TIM THIEL 
Staff Writer 


Academic Decathlon started its 
season with a third place finish at 
the district competition. 

They amassed 21,415 points, but 
stil fell short to Shadow Mountain, 
who took first place, and Paradise 
Valley, who took second. 

The team competed in math, sci- 
ence, social studies, art, music, Ian- 
guage and literature and the super 
quiz. 

The members winning certifi- 
cate were Crystal Bergman, who 
earned first place honors in music 
and language and literature, and 
third place in science; Neil Nabar, 
who took first in music and social 
Studies, second in art and third in 
math; Josh Brink, who took third 

in social studies; Jared Ruder, who 
took second in math; and Jennifer 
Lee, who took second in math. 


o = 


NCHS 
makes it 
to the Web 


ALEX THOMPSON 
Stal? Writer 


North Canyon is heading into the 
wired world. 

The engineering club is planning 
to set-up a website for the school. 
Matt Johnson, president of the club, 
hopes that teachers will make use 
of the site by posting homework 
assignments and notes so students 
who are absent don’t fall behind. 

There is also the possibility of 


setting up several forums where stu-- 


dents can talk to teachers, tutors or 
other students and get help on any 
subject that they might be having 
‘trouble in or anything else that may 
interest them. 

The site’s uses won’t be limited 
to just class work. Some of the other 
possibilities include posting sports 
scores; dates and information on 
school events and clubs; links to 
sources of information that students 
could use when doing research for 
projects; and it could also act as a 
showcase for student talents includ- 
ing literary works, music and art- 
work. 

However, all of these ideas are 
Just possibilities since the engineer- 
ing club doesn’t even have a server 
yel. 

“Our biggest problem at the 
moment is the lack of funds,” 
Johnson said. 


See NCHS web site, page 4 





Keeping track of th 





NICOLE ELLIS 
Staff Writer 





The spirit of giving was ap- 
parently gone from North Can- 
yon this year, as students fell well 
short of the 8,000 pound goal in 
the canned food drive. 

Only 1,700 pounds of food 
were colleced, compared with 
7,500 pounds last year. 

“We didn’t exactly meet our 
goal. We are disappointed, but it 
was a good try,” senior Kelly 
Baker, commissioner of student 
and community affairs, said. 

In an effort to combat hunger, 
North Canyon's Student Govern- 
ment holds a canned food drive 
to benetit the Paradise Valley 
Food Bank. 

This food will again be do- 
nated to the bank, where it will 
be dispensed for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas to hundreds of 
homeless people. 

The month of November was 























e canned food drive progress was measured by 
filling up Principal Jon Walk’s office. (Photo by Michelle Noel) 


Food drive falls short 








donated to this cause. In an ef- 
fort to promote giving, a 
homeroom competition awards 
the top-giving classes during 
2nd period. 

Each homeroom has a chance 
to win a pizza party by donating 
the most food. 

Chemistry teacher Barbara 
Rosenberg’s second hour won 
this year's competition. 





NCHS is typically known as 
one of the best charity schools 
in the state, as can be seen by 
their record for giving: 


Walk America: 

1994 #1 Team in Arizona 
1995 #1 Team in America 
1996 #1 Team in America 
1997 #1 Team in Arizona 
Blood Drive: 

1997 #1 5-A in Arizona 










Marching band returns 
to successful form 


KORI FILAPECK 
Staff Writer 


While marching season may be 
over, band members are still enjoy- 
ing their great season. 

The band competed in four com- 
petitions, receiving three ones, the 
highest score possible, and one two, 
the second highest. 

The season for the marching 
band was the best it has been in re- 
cent years after undergoing several 


changes in leadership. 

Under the direction of Gary 
Anderson, in his second year at 
NCHS, the band competed at NAU, 
Peoria, Chandler and State. They 
also hosted a competition. 

But with the closing of the 
marching band season, comes the 
concert band’s new season, which 
was kicked off ata concert last night 
night. They will also be featured at 
today's Fine Arts assembly during 
7th period. 


Eco-Rattlers read to children 


North Canyon’s environmental 
club, the Eco-Rattlers, will be at- 
tending various elementary schools 
in the district, including Quail Run, 
Aire Libre, and Eagle Ridge. 

Club members will be reading 
students books and informing them 


about the importance of respecting 
the earth and its inhabitants. 

About 15 students will be attend- 
ing these district schools starting 
Dec. 17 through January. 

Anyone interested in joining is 
encouraged to attend a mecting ev- 
ery Wed. at 2:15 p.m. in room 208. 


HERO gives a hand 


Students of North Canyon’s 
Home Economics Related Occupa- 
tions (HERO) classes volunteered 
at the Faith House, a battered 
woman's shelter, in Glendale last 
month. 

The students spent all morning 
cleaning up the facilities, washing 
windows and trimming the Christ- 
mas tree. 

HERO, as a class, requires at 
least three hours of community ser- 
vice a quarter, 


The HERO classes also were in- 
volved in the preparation of the 
22nd annual Kid-I-imp-ics and ran 
certain events. Kid-l-imp-ics is a 
day of fun activities for special 
needs children and is sponsored by 
the City of Phoenix Parks and Rec- 
reation. It is held at Telephone Pio- 
neer Park. 

Any juniors interested in joining 
HERO their senior year are encour- 
age to stop by room 239 and fill out 
an application. 
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Bus 121: 


Students 
take stand 
against 
lateness 


BRAD FAYE 
Stajf Writer 


No matter what the decade, stu- 
dents throughout the 20th century 
have shared one thing in common: 
they feel that they are always right 
and will do whatever it takes to 
prove it. 

North Canyon students are no 
different, and on Jan. 14 ten stu- 
dents protested the late arrival of 
bus 121. Many students said the 
bus had been late getting students 
to school at least five other times 
during the year. 

“I was cold, I was tired, and I 
was sick of waiting for the bus,” 

Noah Wagner, sophomore, said. “I 
knew eventually I would have to 
walk into class late and be embar- 
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Senior Ben Harris unveils the Desert Valley Football 
Championship banner before the game against Brophy. It is the 
Jirst championship banner to hang in North Canyon's gym. 
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No extended calendar 


School schedule to remain 
same for next three years 


JAMES KISTNER 
Staff Writer 


The fate of the Paradise Valley 
Unified School District’s academic 
calendar was decided in favor of a 
three year recommendation of the 
existing calendar in a board meet- 
ing on Jan. 28. 

At this meeting, the school 
board accepted and unanimously 
approved the district calendar 
committee’s recommendation, as 
presented by Toby Spessard, Assis- 
tant Superintendent for Administra- 
tive Services, to vote for a three 
year existing calendar. 

Governing Board President Tom 
Horne stated that in three years, if 
evidence shows the extended cal- 
endar has a distinct advantage, then 
the board shall consider the change 
again. 

For the third time in three years, 
the Dorodsco sinlloe: *lntf ud oO. -F 


These two week intersessions 
would have provided times for stu- 
dents to rest and obtain academic 
assistance or enrichment. The dis- 
advantage of this type of enrich- 
mentis that it was proposed to cost 
the student $60 per intersession. 

These intersessions would have 
coincided with winter break, create 
a two week spring break and add a 
two week break at the beginning of 
October. 

In the past few months, surveys 
were mailed and collected in an at- 
tempt to find out what the commu- 
nity and parents thought was best 
for the students. This survey served 
as the basis for the recommenda- 
tion presented by the district’s cal- 
endar committee, 

Of 24,200 surveys mailed to par- 
ents and the community, only 27.6 
percent, 6,680, were returned. Of 


wailing, the bus tumed the corner 
and thirty or so students were re- 
lieved to see those two blinking 
yellow lights. As the bus drove 
down Union Hills, students tried to 
warm up after waiting in the cold 
for so long. 
When the bus finally pulled up 
to North Canyon, it was almost 7:50 
a.m. and classes were well under- 
way, But instead of dropping the 
students off in front of the school, 
the bus driver pulled up to the base- 
ball fields. forcing them to walk in 
the cold. 
While many students left the bus 


- Continued on page 4 





Opinions 
Humanity 
IS a disease 


DKS KO) E 
living alone 


Page6 Byte 


NICOLE ELLIS 
Staff Writer 


There has been a change in the 
registration process for the 1998- 
*99 school year. 

Unlike last year when students 
met with their counselors when 
their registration supplies were 
given out, this year, a week before 
meeting with their counselors, stu- 
dents will receive the current reg- 
istration guide, a registration card 
for the upcoming school year, a 
current transcript and a current 
graduation status report. During 
credit checks, students will com- 
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plete the registration process with 
their counselors. 

Freshmen going into 10th 
grade have credit checks and reg- 
istration the first two weeks in 
February, and their registration 
cards are due on Tuesday, Feb. 17. 
Sophomores going into 11th grade 
have credit checks and registration 
during the third week of February, 
and their registration cards are due 
Monday, Feb. 23. Juniors going 
into their senior year have credit 
checks and registration the last 
week of February, and their cards 
are due Monday, Mar. 2. 


the next school year’s cal- 
endar. 

This proposed ex- 
tended calendar is a 
gradual step toward year 
round school, which 
some believe provides an 


extra benefit to the learn- . ° 


ing experience. 

The extended 
calendar’s major change 
was the addition of two 
week intersessions at the 
end of each quarter, with 
school opening on Aug. 3 
and graduation on May 
2s 












ANDY HEINZE 
Staff Writer 


Did you do well last semester? If'so, there might 
be something worth you while in the office. 

The North Canyon staff has started a program 
to reward students for their good grades and im- 
provements from previous semesters. 

This program is called the Renaissance program. 
It was originally set up to give students with good 
grades discounts at Paradise Valley Mall. Jostens, 
the owner of the program, however, did not renew 
their contract with P.V. mall this year, so they found 
different ways to reward students. 

Students with As and Bs first semester will earn 
a silver card. This gives the students one dollar 
worth of credit at the Snake Pit. It also gives them 
half price on admission to all non-athletic events, 
such as Prom and the Sweetheart Dance. 

The gold card is given to those who worked 
especially hard last semester and received straight 
As. They will get two dollars credit at the Snake 
Pit and free admission to all non-athletic events, 





Renaissance rewards grades, 
improvement with discounts 


including prom. 

For all those people out there who do not get the 
best grades, there is the bronze card. Students who 
raise their GPA 1.0 from one semester to the next 
will receive 50 cents in credit from the student store. 

All of the people who do receive these cards will 
receive access to an carly arena next year. By go- 
ing to an early arena you can pick out your ideal 
locker in shorter lines than usual. 

Programs like these have been used widely across 
the country to promote good grades, Over 20 per- 
cent of schools have used this method. 

Principal Jon Walk said, “We hope it drives the 
kids who are not self motivated to work hard. Hope- 
fully this card will motivate them.” 

Counselor Leon Don Ghia said, “I think this 
program is even better than the previous exemption 
program.” The exemption program was a compli- 
cated way of rewarding students by not requiring 
them to take finals. 

The Renaissance program is a well thought out 
program that can spark students to improve and sus- 

tain their grades. 
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TIM THIEL 
Staff Writer 







Roses are red... 

Many students from NCHS 
showcased their poetic talents in 
the school-wide poetry contest. 

The freshmen winners were 
Chris McIntyre with “Fiery 
Avenger,” Kai-Ning Kohr with 
“Things We Take For Granted” 
and Elizabeth Cudilo with 
“Gone.” 

The sophomore winners were 
Marie Chapman with “A Closer 
Look” and Michael Zduniak with 
“Once Spoken” and “Gone and 
Long Forgotten.” 

The junior winners were 
Srijana Adhikari with “Attempts 
to Succeed,” Jessica Jones with 
“Summer Afternoon” and Angel 
Queen with “The Stream.” 

The senior winners were 





















Jill Niemann 





Bethany Tang with “I’m Human, ” 


What’s Your Excuse” and “Page 
41” and Katie Cappello with 
“You Are.” 

Some of the factors that were 
used to judge the poems were 
originality, new imagery and sig- 
nificant meaning. Each poem 
was read and scored one time by 
three different teachers. 

The judges were made up of 
a panel of English teachers from 
North Canyon. 

They chose three poems from 
each grade level to submit to the 
district competition on Feb. 23. 

Winners will then be submit- 
ted to the Arizona Poetry Con- 
test and winners of the State 
competition will be notified in 
April. 

The winning entries can be 
found in the display case outside 
the English office. 







Suspensions down 
more than 75% 
from 1996-97 


ANDREW EMMOTT 
Staff Writer 


The school administration is 
sighing in relief because violence 
at North Canyon has reduced by 
over 75%. 

A total of 85 suspensions for 
fights were issued in 1996-97. Last 
fall semester, only ten suspensions 
for fighting were issued. At this 
rate, only 20 will be issued by the 
end of the year. Also, suspensions 
for substance abuse totaled 18 last 
year, while only five or six cases 
were reported last semester. 

“We have made ita school goal,” 
Principal Jon Walk said. “I think 
the faculty knows it and I think the 
students know it. Sometimes set- 





North Canyon High School 


ling a goal doesn’t make a differ- 
ence, but this time I think it does.” 

Security at the school hasn’t in- 
creased, but the attitude has 
changed. Walk also attributes the 
reduction in fights to many other 
things. A rule is being strongly 
inforced this year that prohibits stu- 
dents from making up work they 
miss due to suspensions. 

This was also the inaugural year 
of a two-day freshman orientation 
program designed to curb violence. 
Walk put juniors and seniors in 
charge of the program that replaced 
the first two days of freshman PE. 

“The freshmen always get in the 
most fights,” Walk said. He at- 
tributed the lack of violence among 
freshmen to the good example set 
by the older students. 

The new block scheduling and 
lunch changes were also part of 
Walk’s big plan to reduce fights. 


Essentially, the change from fourth 


and fifth period lunches to fifth and 
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NCHS poets compete | Campus violence down first semester 
at district level 


sixth period has left students who 
get riled up during lunch with little 
time to start a fight. Any dis- 
gruntled students usually have to 
take their problems off campus be- 
fore they have a chance to do any- 
thing. 

Also, the block schedule has left 
students with only two passing pe- 
riods to interact with each other. 
Although one of these passing pe- 
riods is 15 minutes in length, they 
still seem to be conducive to hall- 
way peace, Walk said. 

“Wednesdays and Thursdays are 
our calmest days,” Walk said. 

However, Walk didn’t want to 
take all the glory. “I'd like to give 
a lot of credit to the kids,” Walk 
said. 

The fact that North Canyon isn’t 
exactly a new school anymore just 
might be responsible for the sud- 
den tranquility, Walk said. 

“I may be wrong,” Walk said. 
“Maybe next year will be worse.” 


Block schedule changes 


Proposed block schedule to affect 25% of students 


a Be Ss Ste bs ae 
Petia at the 
Mar. 3 Buddy 
Auction. The 
Buddy Auction 
this year was 
1o raise money 
for an outdoor 
classroom 
proposed by 
Principal Jon 
Walk. 

(Photo by 
Jason White). 





Academic Decathlon takes 4th 


Nabar overall regional winner at honors level 


ANDREW EMMOTT 
Staff Writer 


The half day that students took 
on Feb. 6 was courtesy of a recent 
Academic Decathlon regional com- 
petition. 

North Canyon placed 

fourth out of 20 compet- 
ing schools, a vast im- 
provement over last year. 
Sophomore Neil Nabar, 
the sole returner from last 
year’s team and captain of 
this year’s team, placed 
first overall individually 
in the Honors class, beat- 
ing out Shadow Mountain 
Flynn Scholar Nick 
Brindley. 

The team consists of 
nine members, three com- 
peting in each of the three 
academic classes. 

The classes are divided into the 
Honors class for students with a 


3.75 GPA or better, Scholastic for 
those with at least a 3.0 GPA and 
Varsity for students with a GPA 
lower than 3.0. 

The top two scores from com- 
petitors in each class are used in 





The Apacenne Decathalon team proudly displays 
their medals after a fourth place win at Regionals. 
(Photo by Michelle Noel). 


computing the team’s overall score. 


. 


a low score in the speech category. 
He attributes it to faulty judges. 

“Tmedaled in it last year,” Nabar 
said. 

Fortunately, his score was still 
high enough to earn him the first 
place medal. 

Unlike last year, 
Nabar expects the return 
rate for next year to be 
much better. This year’s 
team is mostly sopho- 
mores and only two are 
seniors. Recruiting for 
new members will begin 
in May. 

“Next year’s goal is 
obviously to win state. 
We can do it. I know 
that,” Nabar said. 

He hopes that more 
experience in this year’s 
already admirable team 





, can bring home a big win for North 


Despite his success, Nabar had Canyon next year. 


Staff Writer 





The present form of block sched- 
uling will not be continued into the 
1998-99 school year. 

The Wednesday/Thursday modi- 
fied block schedule was defeated in 
a vote among all North Canyon 
teachers on Jan. 28. 

_ The modified block created a 
lack of a planning period for each 
teacher on one of 
the block days. 

Because this 


The schedules are going to be 
made and students will be randomly 
placed in the block style classes. 
These students will receive a letter 
and if they or their parents are op- 
posed, then they will have the 
chance to change their schedule. 

“This is a better block schedule, 
fewer teachers for students to 
know,” Walk said. 

Students would only have four 
classes each 
semester, but 
would still 


was acontract vio- Sample Schedule. achieve six 
lation, the teachers} Below is a possible schedule fora, | credits in the 
have with the Dis- student participating inthe — school year. 
trict, 66 percent of | proposed block schedule for Fifty-one 
the teachers hadto } 1998-99. 2 percent of the 
approve it in order voting fac- 
to keep the sched- ulty wished 
ule. to continue 
The biggest Weight Trainmg with this 
problem teachers _ Geometry : year's sched- 
have with the - Lunch _ ule. 
present block is Biology “T like the 
that the block days 2ND SEMESTER way we had it 
do not fall at the Period Class set up this 
right time for plan- 1-2 _ World History year,” Bar- 
ning purposes, 3 Weight Training Dee hea 
Principal Jon Walk Spanish 3-4 Rosenberg, 


said. 

Instead, next 
year NCHS will 
initiate a new pro- 
gram. 

“We are going to take a number 
of our basic courses for freshman 
through juniors and offer sections 
in block fashion, meaning students 
will take those courses for a two 
{period] hour and finish the class 
in a semester,” Walk said. 

Some courses that this could af- 
fect are American and World His- 
tory, English, Algebra 1-2, Geom- 
etry, Intro to Chemistry and others. 

This type of block scheduling 
will only affect approximately 25 





S cite mn cre 
teacher, said, 

The'modi- 
fied block 
schedule is good for sciences and 
labs since they can be started and 
completed in the same day, 
Rosenberg said. 

“The proposed schedule for next 
year would not work out as well,” 
she said. “My students would lose 
sinking in time.” 

“L like the modified block that 
we had this year, seeing the same 
kids two periods every day is a bit 
much for the teacher and student 
alike,” Everett Bigwood, English 
teacher, said. 


Lunch 
Biology 
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QUOTE OF 
THE MONTH 
"If the world should blow 
itself up, the last audible 
voice would be that of an 


expert saying it can't be 
done." 
-Peter Ustinov 
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Spring blood drive draws 85 pints 


ALEX THOMPSON 
Staff Writer 





The gym was filled with a 
strange atmosphere on April 3, it 
was almost like there was a relaxed 


Renessa 
Guerrero (left) 
happily prepares 


tension in the air. This was the set- to donate blood. 
ting for the blood drive. (Photo by 
North Canyon has been working Michelle Noel) 


with the United Blood Services for 


~ the past five years to collect blood. 


This year the UBS set us a goal of 
92 pints, unfortunately we were 
unable to reach that goal, accord- 
ing to Kelly Baker, because, “A lot 
of people who originally signed up 
fell sick so they were unable to give 
blood.” 

The total came up to about 85 
pints. 

As for the setting, about half a 
dozen special reclining chairs were 
scattered throughout the gym. In 


-continued on page 4 








"It's a great 
thing. You 
know, there's 
not really that 
much you can 
do at our age, 
but you do 
what you 


can..."" 
-Senior Deborah Jones, 
blood donor 








Spring Fling raises spirits, money 


HELENE DIAMOND STUGO raised money for the 
Staff Writer event from providing soda ma- 









Students raise $21,000 
Law March aft Dimac 


Bewasws = 


Seniors named 


Channel 5 
great kids 





Senior Alan O'Bryan tutors a 
student in calculus while being 
filmed by Channel 5. 


NCHS seniors Alan O'Bryan 
and James Kistner received an 
award from Channel 5 News for 
their significant accomplish- 
ments throughout their high 
school careers. 

O’Bryan and Kistner were 
nominated by the sponsor of the 
tutoring service they founded, 
math teacher Carole Root. 

Academic success, tutoring, 
sports involvement and commu- 
nity service activities all helped 
the two seniors to be chosen for 
the award. 

“Tt’s nice to be recognized 
for my achievements. I hope 
this shows others that hard wo.k 
does pay off,” O’Bryan said. 

O’Bryan and Kistner will be 
featured on Channel 5 News at 

5:00 on April 23 or 24, depend- 
ing on late-breaking news sto- 
ries. 


but fall short of $25,UUU goal 


TIM THIEL 
Staff Writer 


letter from Garland High School, 
which is located in Texas. The let- 
ter challenged North Canyon to a 
competition and, not too subtly, said 
that they would kick our butts. Over 
$1,100 was raised from the skip as- 
sembly. 

Another activity was the Mr. NC 
pageant. This “beefcake” competi- 


North Canyon continued their 
giving traditions in this year’s Walk 
America on March 21. 

With $21,000 raised, NCHS 
failed to reach its goal of $25,000, 
but increased last year’s total of 


$16,700. 
North Canyon was 


tion proved to be successful as it 
helped to raise $500. 





me 19778 Spring ‘11mg was 
STUGO’s way of giving back to 
the student body. 

The student body consumed 
1,500 hot dogs on this cool day 
along with chips and other con- 
diments. The total cost to 
STUGO, $1,000. 

STUGO spent over $4,000 on 
Spring Fling activities without 
receiving any profit, STUGO 
treasurer Ehren Nelson said. 
Other clubs enjoyed the day’s 
profits, averaging of $100 each. 





he Bungee Thanenge Cost 
STUGO $250; Sumo Wrestling, 
$225; DJ, $300; Climbing Wall, 
$450; Moonwalk, $300 for two; 
decorations, $400; bead neck- 
laces, $340. 

STUGO also spent $300 on 
prizes, such as a Sony 
Playstation, which senior Eric 
Young won. 

The seniors also profited 
from the day, as $1,300 was 
raised for Grad Night from the 
carnival. 


the highest earning 
school in the nation for 
the third year in a row 
last year. 

Besides the walk it- 
self, in which about 350 
people participated, 
NCHS organized many 
other activities to raise 
money for this year’s 
total. 

One of the activities 
was a skip assembly 
that students could at- 
tend for one dollar. At- 
tractions for the assem- 
bly included some of 
the Phoenix Suns 
Dance Team, whose 
members took time off 
of their spring break to 
participate, and Chan- 
nel 12’s weather per- 


Donny Lockwood recieves his new title of 
Mr. NC, a fundraisor for March of Dimes 





sonality Sean 

McLaughlin, as well as the obvious Although NCHS raised $21,000, 

absence from class. the winner of the title is still not 
A $500 check wasalso presented known, as some schools have yet 


to walk. But winners or not, NCHS 
has some of the most giving stu- 
dents and staff in the nation. 


to North Canyon from Honeywell. 
The crowd was riled up when se- 
nior Ben Drew read a threatening 





Adopt-A-Hallway 
program successful 
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News 
World news: Hands off! 
Thief in Afghanistan now 
an amputee 


Opinions 
How much impact does 
media have on society? 


Entertainment 
Mad Caddies Review 
May concert calender 


Sports 
Track finishes season 





QUOTE OF 
THE MONTH 
"What we think is 


human nature is 
actually human 
habit." 
-Jewel 
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With more 
students 
come more 
portables 


NCHS population 
expected to top 2,800 


JAMES KISTNER 


Staff Writer 


As the school year ends the 
halls of North Canyon will once 
again be empty, but will fill up 
with even more students next year. 

NCHS has registered approxi- 
mately 780 new freshmen, said 
Barbara Moses, NCHS registrar. 
This influx of new students will 
take the student population to ap- 
proximately 2,800 students. 

However, this is not and will 
not be a final count until the open- 
ing of school next year. Over the 
summer many students move into 
the area and there are also those 
seniors who will be coming back 
next year, Moses said. 

The total is expected to become 
closer to 2,900 by the start of the 








North Canyon High School me May 8, 1998 


North Canyon 
students can 
expect the 
hallways to stay 
crowded, at 
least until High 
School #5 opens 
in 2000, 

Photo by 
Michelle Noel 


Downsizing the population 
High school #5 to open in 2000 


TIM THIEL 
Staff writer 

Good news, students: relief from 
the overcrowding is coming. 

North Canyon and Paradise Val- 
ley High School will have some of 
their expanding population taken by 
the addition of a fifth high school to 
the Paradise Valley School District 
in the 2000-01 school year. 


HIGH SCHOOL #5 





ERRORS 


In our last issue, we mis- 
spelled Andy Schroeder’s name. 
We sincerely apologize. 


Student relives 
the past 


Senior Helene Diamond was 
among 7,000 Jewish teens from 
45 countries around the world 
who walked on the March of the 
Living, a three kilometer, shoul- 
der to shoulder march, originally 
the March of Death from 
Auschwitz to Birkenau in Po- 
land. 

These teens confronted head 
on the destruction of 1/3 of the 
Jewish People during the 30s 
and 40s. They were then flown 
directly to Israel for recupera- 
tion and fun. 


Yearbooks 


Yearbooks will be available 
beginning Monday, May 11 
from 3-6 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
New books will cost $45.00. 
No checks or credit cards will 
be accepted. 

Those students who pre-paid 
for a book will need photo iden- 
tification to pick up a book. 

Yearbooks will not be dis- 
tributed on Tuesday. The next 
opportunity to get a book will 
be Wednesday from 7:00 - 7:25 
a.m. in room 207/209. Books 
will also be available after 
school. 





show up. 

In order to accommodate the 
larger population, two portables 
and eight new teachers will be 
added, according to Richard 
Masterson, assistant principal. 

“The only significant impact 
will be on rooms. We may have 
to consider using every classroom 
every hour which means teachers 
won’t be able to use their class- 
rooms for prep,” Masterson said. 
“T don’t think the students will 
notice a difference.” 

Class sizes will not change, 
though, because contract limita- 
tions are set at 38 students per 
class and a total of 160 students 
per teacher, Masterson said. 


Pe ote 


an alarming rate. This year’s popu- 
lation of about 2,600 students will 
probably reach 2,800 next year and 
itis expected to increase to 3,000 stu- 
dents by the year 2000, Principal Jon 
Walk said. 

The new school is going to be lo- 
cated in the area of 36th Street and 
Deer Valley Road. Besides helping 
existing schools it is also being built 
to accommodate for all of the new 
home development planned for north 
of Deer Valley Road, Walk said. 

The boundaries for the new 
school, which haven’t been approved 
by the school board yet, would ap- 
proximately be north of Beardsley 
Road and east of 28th Street. 

-continued on page 4 


And the band marches on... 
Orlando proves fruitful 


CORRINE THORNTON 
Editor-in-Chief 


The band continued its suc- 
cessful season with an award win- 
ning trip to Orlando, Florida. 

Senior Jay Juedes said, "The 
season has been very rewarding. 
We are slowly regaining the repu- 
tation we once had." 

During the fall, which is the 
marching season, they partici- 
pated at the NAU, Peoria, Chan- 
dler and State marching competi- 
tions. They received a score of a 
two at the NAU competition and 
ones at the other three. 

During the Spring, which is the 
concert season, they split into 
three groups. These are the Sym- 
phonic Band, Jazz Band and 


Winterguard. The Symphonic Band 
competed at the Arizona’s Band and 
Orchestra Directors Association area 
festival which was hosted and held 
here at North Canyon. NCHS re- 
ceived a superior with distinction at 
this competition. 

The Winterguard, the Colorguard 
during the fall semester, received two 
excellent, one superior and two cap- 
tion awards for movement at their 
various competitions. 

All three of the spring groups flew 
to Orlando to compete in a festival 
between April 2 and April 5. Each 
group performed and was judged in 
their individual areas. 

The Symphonic Band received 
first place, a rating of superior and 
best overall concert band. 

Senior Zach Little said, “Person- 
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ally I feel I have done quite well 
this year, better than any previous 
year. Unfortunately this is my last 
year at North Canyon.” 

The Jazz Band received second 
place and a rating of superior. 

The Winterguard received sec- 
ond place and a rating of excellent. 

NCHS also won a sweepstakes 
award for the best overall score for 
the three groups combined. This is 
a trophy which stands about four 
feet high. 

They also were given awards for 
the best French Horn section in a 
concert band and best Brass section, 
Saxophone section and rhythm sec- 
tion in a Jazz Band. 

Two soloists were awarded as 
well; Patrick Wright for guitar and 
Prasant Radhakrishnan for Tenor 
Sax. 
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HORIZON 


64th Survet 
68th Street 
Scoutsilile 
Toth Suect 
Tlayden Kl 
Pima Ruud 


56th Street 
ih Street 
Ath Sucet 


Stugo 
Elections 


Winners have high 
aspirations for next year 


After a hard fought election, all 
of the ballots are in and next years 
Student Government officers are 
poised to take their positions. 

"I expect them to put a lot of 
thought into their decisions and do 
a really good job representing 
NCHS,” said junior Justin 
Christman 

Next year’s student body presi- 
dent, Sandra Pena is encouraged by 
the new influx of people in Stugo. 

“We will have a lot more diver- 
sity next year, it won't be like a big 

-continued on page 4 


